
Neighbourhood Planning Group report to Parish Council December 2020 

 

We met on the 19th November, and plan to meet again on 26th January. 
 
Representatives have also had helpful meetings with Cllr Richard Chesterton, with 
representatives of Uffculme Parish Council, and with members of the action group for a pathway 
between Uffculme and Willand.  
 
Cllr Chesterton has advised that costs indicate that MDDC would favour the final residents vote 
on a plan proposal being at the same time as local elections. We will agree a timeline to 
accommodate that at our next meeting for proposal to the February Parish Council. 
 
Halberton Parish Council have agreed in principle that our plan should cover the area north of 
Willand and east of the M5 that is in fact in their parish. In the New Year we will discuss with 
them how they might appropriately be involved in that. In fact a large part of that area abuts the 
Halberton settlement as well as Willand’s. We have had a very helpful conversation with them 
sharing our commitment to absolute collaboration on anything that affect them. Once these 
conversations are complete we will formally approach MDDC for their agreement about the  plan 
area. 
 
We have continued to try various ways of consulting with Willand residents about how the plan 
should be developed. Normally this would involve meetings and discussions which we have not 
been able to have. At our next meeting we will discuss another paper survey distributed with the 
magazine, following up the five areas which have so far emerged as of interest to villagers. 
(Pathways and cycleways; Infrastructure improvement and more of a community hub; Housing; 
Employment; and Care of the environment. Traffic is also a concern, but since the Parish 
Council is directly addressing this at the moment, we will return to it later if appropriate.) 
In the New Year, if we have a clearer realistic view of when circumstances allow we will also 
begin to look at a programme of more personal consultation with residents, with local community 
organisations and of consulting local businesses. 
 
Representatives had an enjoyable meeting with our new Councillors, with questions and 
comments that contributed to our thinking. A direct result is that we are beginning to assemble 
comprehensive statistics about the community. 
 
Just after the Parish Council meeting representatives are pleased to be having a second 
meeting with a school student villager who, as part of his D.of E. award has ideas in how to help 
us by consulting young people in the village. His first thoughts are around creating a survey on 
Instagram, putting posters on the bus stations with links to the survey and maybe emailing the 
secondary schools. 

 
 


