
Proposals from the Neighbourhood Planning Group  Feb. 2021 

(1) The Neighbourhood Planning group recommends that the Parish Council at its 
next meeting considers a formal application to MDDC designating a 

neighbourhood plan area. 
(2) It proposes that this plan should cover the area of Willand, the area of Halberton 

Parish east of the M5, and the part of Burlescombe Parish south of the A38. 

(map attached). 
(3) It requests the support of the Parish Council in consolidating the response of the 

relevant parish councils to this. 

Background 

(1) MDDC says; Town and Parish Councils and Neighbourhood Forums will need to 

apply to Mid Devon District Council in order to designate a neighbourhood plan 

area, submitting: 

a. A map identifying the area to which the application relates; 

b. A statement explaining why this area is considered appropriate to be 

designated as a neighbourhood area; 

c. A statement that the organisation or body making the area application is a 

relevant body for the purposes of Section 61G of the 1990 Town & 

Country Planning Act 

 

(2) The reason for wishing to include this area is that Willand has an untypically 

tight parish envelope, that the social reality is that the area concerned is in fact 

identified with Willand and Uffculme, and that the future planning of this area 

has a primary impact on Willand. Part of the area is in reality Uffculme, and we 

have had support for the idea of working with Uffculme rather than creating a 

boundary line at this stage. 

 

(3) We met with representatives from Uffculme Parish Council recently and they 

supported the idea that our plan area should cover the whole of Halberton parish 

up to their boundary, accepting our assurance that we would not include 

anything which affected Uffculme area without their support and involvement. 

This response needs consolidating. 

We met with representatives of Halberton Parish Council and had 

correspondence. They have not responded directly to us but on request their 

Clerk sent an extract from their minutes of September  ‘The Council considered the 

recent correspondence from Willand Parish Council about including a Halberton 

representative in their meetings. After discussions it was RESOLVED that, on reflection, the 

Council will participate fully in a Joint Neighbourhood Plan covering the area within 

Halberton Parish only, and that this should be separate from Neighbourhood Plans for any 

areas outside the Halberton Parish boundary. The Council does not wish to participate in 

neighbourhood planning outside of its parish boundary. It was RESOLVED that this be put in 

writing to Mid Devon.’  

Ben Lucas (our link person in MDDC Forward Planning) responded to 

Halberton’s letter to them in the middle of October indicating helpful ways 

forward but there has been no response from Halberton, and he has now moved 

to another authority. 

The NPG needs advice/support to consolidate these responses before 

making a formal application.  

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2011/20/schedule/9
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2011/20/schedule/9


 


