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Coronavirus in Devon: the government has this announced that Devon, Plymouth, Torbay, Cornwall and the Isles of 
Scilly, are designated as an ‘enhanced response area’.  This is in response to the very high case rates of coronavirus 
in these five authority areas.  With that designation comes additional support to those areas from the government in 
terms of testing, vaccination, and comms support. 
 
Highway Maintenance: Devon County Council has recognised that much of the decision processes on highway 
maintenance is made centrally and has begun the process of allocating more spending to a local level. We have 
always encouraged Parish Council to bring issues to their local Neighbourhood Highways Officer, and this is part of 
the process, along with highway inspections reports from our road condition survey vehicles, that allows the local 
neighbourhood team to establish community priorities. It is intended that Parish Councils will be formally consulted 
on maintenance priorities in their areas in the future, but there are well over one hundred parish councils in our 
Western team area alone and this means that this consultation will have to be phased in over time, as we establish 
an effective method for doing this. 
  
In order to target funding where it can be most effective it is inevitable that more funding will be spent on higher 
category roads, which carry more traffic. Outside of this we also try to apply asset management principles to the 
work that we do. This is why you have noted that some roads are prioritised when there are others in a worse 
condition. In practice this means that the life of some roads can be extended by the timely intervention of 
treatments such as surface dressing, whereas other roads that may be in worse condition will need more expensive 
interventions, such as reconstruction, and will need to wait until funding is available for that work. 
 
Whilst I am not aware of any urgent needs in Willand, there is the problem of the road surface in Plum Way and 
some hedges overgrowing; Dan Woods, our new Highway Officer, has been made aware of these issues. 
 
The Future Farming Resilience Fund: Around £730,000 has been awarded to a scheme to help update farmers and 
landowners in Devon and Somerset on upcoming changes to funding support.  
Devon County Council is one of 19 organisations across the country to receive a share of The Future Farming 
Resilience Fund from Defra. The funding support is in preparation for the Agricultural Transition Period which runs 
up to the end of 2027 as the government phases out EU funded Direct Payments and introduces a new system. It will 
provide more than 770 farmers with the opportunity to attend information workshops. Any farmer or land manager 
currently in receipt of Direct Payments is eligible to apply. Defra will be evaluating these projects and others around 
the country as it looks to scale-up a national scheme which is due to be launched in April 2022. Anyone who wants to 
find out more about the programme in the Heart of the South West area contact farmingresilience@devon.gov.uk  
You can find out more about events near you or register your details here:  https://businessinfopoint.co.uk/ffr/ 
 
CDS Mobile Boost Scheme: A scheme to improve mobile phone coverage in rural parts of Devon and Somerset is 
being expanded. This may not be of too much concern for Willand as Gigaclear are putting in the broadband supply, 
although not all of Willand, which I don`t understand.  
Connecting Devon and Somerset (CDS) has announced that its Mobile Boost Programme, which aims to upgrade 
indoor 4G coverage in “not-spot” areas, now includes a greater choice of equipment.  
The initiative, which is being funded through the Heart of the South West Local Enterprise Partnership’s (HotSWLEP) 
Growth Deal, aims to improve the quality of mobile phone calls and connectivity. It’s targeting small businesses and 
households in rural communities who currently have inadequate coverage, or have access to only one provider and 
are currently struggling with connectivity. Businesses and households can apply for a voucher of up to £1,200 
towards the cost of a mobile signal booster from a registered supplier. The value of the voucher will be dependent 
on the type of technology most suitable for the premises. Businesses and residents applying through the scheme 
need to complete a form self-certifying that they cannot receive an adequate indoor 4G mobile signal. Applicants will 
be emailed a voucher code which can be used with one of the registered scheme suppliers.  
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