
COUNCILLOR RAY RADFORD’S REPORT – JULY 2021 
 
We have not really got going at Devon County yet, because of all the inductions for new 
members  For me I am on the Corporate Infrastructure and Regulatory Scrutiny (CIRS), the Devon & 
Somerset Fire Service, being the main committees, the smaller ones being the Highways and Traffic 
Orders Committee (HATOC), the canal advisory, the Westleigh Quarry advisory and the Broadpath 
Advisory. 
 
As well as these committees, I am the member who is allocated to the Citizens Advice Bureau. 
In 2020/21 this charity received £174,705 from the £400,000 grant funding Devon County Council 
provided towards the operating costs of the Citizens Advice service across Devon. We are very 
grateful for this funding but securing sufficient funding to meet the needs of local residents is 
becoming increasingly difficult. We expect demand for our service to increase in the year ahead as 
the temporary measures the government introduced to reduce the financial hardship caused by the 
pandemic, such as the furlough scheme, come to an end.  
If you are in contact with local residents who are struggling financially or need help with other 
issues, please do pass on our contact details. Our Adviceline number is 08082 787999 or they can 
access advice online at www.citizensadvice.org.uk 
 
Not sure if there are any problems within Willand that are causing great concerns, of course there 
may be, please let me know if something arises. I do note that there is are  road problems, such as 
Plum Way and other areas, Phil is on to these and I hope he can resolve. 
 
Other things happening at County; 
 
A programme of bids totalling more than £12.2 million has been submitted by Devon County Council 
to a new government funding scheme which aims to support communities and businesses to recover 
after the coronavirus pandemic. 
Devon’s bid is made up 16 projects from across the county which have the potential to generate 
around 620 jobs, support the creation of 400 new businesses, and help 3,000 people to retrain. 
 
The Department for Education recently published school admissions data stating that Devon is a high 
performing local authority in meeting parental preference for school places. 
Devon primary schools  
Devon is ranked sixth out of 150 local authorities in the country (and first in the 14 local authorities 
in the south west) for meeting parental preference requests for primary school places. 

• 97.6% first preference rate for Devon primary schools, up from 94.7% last year, significantly 
better than national (91.8%) and regional (93.8%) 

• 99.6% top three preference rate for Devon primary schools, up from 98.2% last year, better 
than national (98.0%) and regional (98.7%) 

Devon secondary schools 
Devon is ranked 28th out of 150 local authorities in the country (and sixth in the 14 local authorities 
in the south west) for meeting parental preference requests for secondary school places. 

• 91.2% first preference rate for Devon secondary schools, down slightly from 92.3% in the 
previous year, significantly better than national (81.1%) and regional (86.5%) 

• 97.5% top three preference rate for Devon secondary schools, similar to 97.4% last year, 
better than national (93.4%) and regional (95.9%). 

 
This year sees us celebrating 10 years of the Snow Wardens Scheme; a scheme that 
without committed volunteers , would fail to complement our winter service. Without their 
support over the winter period there could be a significant impact on the network; effecting 
local communities, vulnerable people and the economy. 

http://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/


In February members were informed Devon County Council and NHS Devon CCG had agreed with 
North Devon Health Care Trust not to renew the Living Well at Home service contract at the end of 
its natural term.   
 
The service delivered by NDHT known as Devon Cares has been arranging care on behalf of DCC and 
CCG to people in those areas but does not directly deliver the care itself.   
 
This decision means that Devon County Council will take back the day to day direct management of 
those care arrangements, working in close partnership with the same local care providers.  People 
who are currently receiving domiciliary care arranged by Devon Cares on our behalf will continue to 
receive their service from the same care provider, with the same care arrangements.     
 
We are working closely with Devon Cares and local care providers, and with individual clients and 
their families, to ensure that the transition is made without disruption to people’s service.    
 
This change in arrangement has commenced from the 21st June 2021. 
 
In 2021/22 our principal term contractor, has changed from Skanska to Milestone Infrastructure Ltd 
(MI) a subsidiary company of M Group Services. The novation of the term contract over to MI was 
completed in April and the expectation is there will be no noticeable change in the delivery of the 
services formerly provided by Skanska. 
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