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June Report from County Councillor Radford 

In most of Devon, as you would know, there are three tiers of local government - the County Council, 

District, Borough or City Councils, and Town and Parish Councils. 

Devon County Council is responsible for services including education; transport; roads and street 

lighting; social care for adults and children; support for Devon's economy; waste management; 

public health and trading standards.  

Digital connectivity is – now, more than ever – vital to enable people to stay connected and 

businesses to grow. The demand for mobile data is increasing rapidly, and the COVID-19 pandemic 

has highlighted how important it is that we all have access to reliable, high quality mobile 

connectivity. 

We know that some constituents have expressed concerns about the potential harmful effects on 

human health of 5G. Public Health England (PHE), the Government’s independent advisers on 

matters of public health, is clear that there is no credible evidence of a negative impact of mobile 

technology, including 5G on people’s health. Central to PHE’s advice are the guidelines published by 

the International Commission on Non-Ionizing Radiation Protection (ICNIRP), which is formally 

recognised by the World Health Organisation. 

The HotSW LEP’s focus is also firmly on economic recovery for our area. We have now released our 

Blueprint for Clean Growth, part of our plan to Build Back Better and drive clean and inclusive 

economic growth. We will be talking more about the projects and work set out in the Blueprint over 

the coming months.  

  

The LEP Board have also agreed our workplan for 2021-22, centred around delivering our current 

programmes and activity such as the Getting Building Fund, driving forward the transformational 

opportunities under Build Back Better and continuing to ensure highly effective LEP operations. 

Last month we won an historic fourth term in office at County Hall. 

Devon County Council is a big business with a turnover of more than one billion pounds a year and it 

is important that Cabinet members gain experience in all areas of the operation and take on new 

responsibilities. 

This new Cabinet blends both experience and fresh faces and I know it will be effective in our major 

challenges of ensuring the Devon economy recovers from the effects of the pandemic and leading 

our increasing efforts to combat climate change. To put in into perspective, we spend over £3m 

every day of the week. 

The biggest headache I get is all about the condition of roads, potholes are always mentioned, but 

sometimes they do not meet with the criteria, that is not to say the road does not need 

maintenance, it very often does. I thought it useful to set out County`s approach to Highway 

maintenance.  

To keep roads in their current condition would cost an average of £68 million per year. Therefore, 

the allocation is insufficient to protect the asset which will continue to deteriorate albeit our efforts 

will be to slow this down as much as possible. The funding available is used for planned structural 

maintenance designed to keep assets sound and to reduce long term costs and involves some 

resurfacing but also a programme of surface dressing which will seal the road and help prevent 



deterioration of the surface. This approach involves an element of preventative work so does not 

always select the repair of the worst roads first. The preventative maintenance strategy is making 

sure that we get the best value out of our funding. A “worst first” approach has been demonstrated 

to be more expensive in the long run as it would allow roads in a reasonable condition to get worse 

such that they then need full reconstruction. The preventative maintenance approach includes a 

large surface dressing programme, which restores surface texture and can improve skidding 

resistance and slow water penetration into the structure of the road thus prolonging its life. 

It is evident through safety inspections and condition surveys, that there are many minor roads that 

would benefit from structural maintenance. However, for the foreseeable future the priority will be 

to keep busier roads in a serviceable condition with the limited resources available. 

The Council will use reasonable endeavours to fulfil its basic legal obligation to keep all roads that 

are maintainable at public expense in a state of repair that allows for the reasonably safe passage for 

all normal ordinary traffic using the road.  

Of course, if you have any issues, always willing to try and resolve them. 

Ray Radford 

Devon County Councillor 

Willand & Uffculme Division 

 


