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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF WILLAND PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON  
8 JULY 2021 IN ST MARY’S CHURCH HALL, WILLAND, AT 7PM 
 

Present: Councillors Grantham, Little, Major, Mastrolacasa, Phare, Tobin, Warren, Wilcox 
 
In attendance: MDDC Councillor Evans, Clerk B Bodkin 

1.  Apologies had been received from Councillors Scott and Sellick and DCC Councillor Radford. 
 
2.  Declarations of interest from Members would be made at the appropriate agenda item. 
 
3.  There were no items brought forward from the Chair. 
 
4.  There were no public questions on any of the agenda items. 
 
5.  Councillor Warren proposed from the Chair that the minutes of the meeting of Thursday  
10 June 2021 were signed as a true record, and it was agreed.  The minutes were signed. 
 
6.  Reports 
a) It was noted that there were 7 crimes reported and recorded on the Devon and Cornwall Police 
Crime Map in Willand in June 2021.  
b) District Councillor Chesterton was not present, and no report was submitted. 
District Councillor Evans gave an update on the Mid Devon Housing Strategy. Councillor Evans 
would be taking part in a Zoom meeting with Robert Jenrick re the Planning White Paper and 
would be raising the issues of planning fees to have a system not being supported by taxpayers, 
and to request a greater degree of local input into planning applications. Councillor Evans also 
briefed the Parish Council on “pods” for social housing, with an exhibition “pod” to be open to the 
public at Cullompton Sports Centre on 23 July. Finally, he referred to Press Releases on public 
consultation on 2 sites – one in Cullompton and the other in Tiverton. 
District Councillor Warren reported that the Government had chosen MDDC as one of 14 
councils to be included in the Design Guide. Councillor Warren outlined work on the next Local 
Plan, taking in 4 steps – Tiverton, Cullompton, Crediton, Rural, noting that in rural areas, designs 
needed to be in keeping with villages and the locality. Councillor Warren noted that Conservation 
Officers were to be rewriting Heritage Assets and encouraged Councillors to submit information for 
the Buildings At Risk Survey as this also has implications for planning. 
 
19.15 hours: Councillor Evans left the meeting. 
 
c) County Councillor Radford’s report was noted.  Councillor Warren had continued to flag up road 
issues with Councillor Radford, particularly in Plum Way. Noted that Phil Morgan (NHO) could be 
trying for a patch budget although he would be handing over the Willand area to his successor 
following a promotion.            
 
7.  Progress Reports for information 
a)  VAS system due for return on 12 July following Bluetooth upgrade for data retrieval. Clerk to 
check the status of the Community Speedwatch Group and liaise with the Parish Council’s 
Highways Group regarding sharing of data.                ACTION: Clerk 
b)  Ownership of land at Silver Street/Plum Way – Councillor Wilcox provided an update following a 
meeting with the owners of Spearing’s Garage. The Clerk had written to residents on the Parish 
Council’s behalf to offer advice on how to proceed with any issues. It was noted the Parish Council 
is contracted by Devon County Council to cut back one meter at the road edge along the highway 
and the Clerk had written to advise the verge-cutting contractor to just cut back that distance. 
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c)  Appointment of new internal auditor – the Clerk provided details of a semi-retired accountant 
who had expressed an interest in the position and who currently acts as internal auditor for two 
other parish councils. Councillors agreed unanimously to appoint David Goodall, at a fee of £100. 
Councillor Wilcox and the Clerk will liaise and draw up a plan.  Action: Councillor Wilcox and Clerk 
d)  Non-domestic rate bill for Cemetery – The Clerk confirmed that the Parish Council’s application  
for small business rate relief had been approved and a revised bill to credit the full amount of 
£2544.90 was awaited.   
e)  Councillors noted the Parish Boundary Review is scheduled for later in 2021, as confirmed by 
MDDC’s Chief Executive 
 
8. For discussion and decision 
a)  Vacancy for councillor –the Clerk advised that an election had been requested to fill the vacant 
seat in Willand, for which The Returning Officer had fixed the election date as 26th August. The 
Notice of Election had been posted on noticeboards, website and Facebook on 8 July. Councillors 
agreed to the use of poll cards if necessary.                    Action: Clerk 
b)  Overgrown hedge in front of Worcester Crescent playpark – the Chair advised that MDDC were 
in agreement for works to cut back the overgrown hedge to protect users pending a decision on 
removal of the hedge.             Action: Clerk 
c)  Initial proposal for Constituency boundary changes by the Boundary Commission – after 
discussion it was agreed that the Clerk would draft a response for approval by Councillors, based 
on the view that the proposal does not reflect the reality of our communities.             Action: Clerk 
 
9.  Finance 
a) Payment Authorisation of payment of invoices received since 10 June 2021 – agreed that Clerk 
would check accuracy of allotments water charges against the meter; also that income from the 
Allotment Association would cover the cost.  Councillor Little proposed that the invoices be paid, 
seconded by Councillor Wilcox, and it was unanimously agreed that they should be signed solely 
by Councillor Warren, due to not passing papers between councillors for COVID safety reasons.  
The payments are attached at the end of the minutes.                                                Action: Clerk        
b) Income received in June 2021 was noted.               
c) Income and Expenditure report as at end of June 2021 was noted.                                           
 
10. Neighbourhood Plan  
Councillor Little explained the purpose of the planned meeting of Willand community organisations 
on 27 July 2021, to bring everyone together, to gather evidence for the Neighbourhood Planning 
process and to look forward to celebrations in Willand over the Jubilee weekend in 2022. 
 
11. Meeting dates 
Thursday 12 August 2021 – Full Council meeting (NOTE: only if needed for urgent business); the 
Church Hall had been provisionally booked but Councillors were hopeful that it would not be 
necessary to meet in August.             Action: Clerk 
Thursday 9 September 2021 – Full Council meeting 
Thursday 16 September 2021 – Finance and Administration Committee meeting 
Working Groups – no scheduled dates  
 
12. Councillors Roundtable to receive any further information from Councillors and to highlight 
future agenda items. 
Councillor Wilcox would obtain some “No Cold Caller” signs to be available at WHCC. 
Councillor Grantham confirmed repairs to the Jubilee Park play area gates and basketball hoop 
had been completed. He had requested quotes for weed-spraying in Mallow and Worcester 
Crescent play parks, including the edging strip.  Cemetery strimming – it was agreed the Clerk 
would instruct the handyman to strim a strip on the right along the boundary fence from the central 
path to the corner for ease of access for vehicles to transport excess earth.               Action: Clerk 
Councillor Phare proposed that the Cemetery Working Group should meet to discuss the proposal 
for hedging and it was agreed to report back to Full Council with a proposal in September. 
                Action: Councillors Grantham, Little and Phare 
The Clerk was asked to forward a copy of the lease between the Willand Parish Council and 
Willand Pre-school to Councillors Little and Grantham for their reference.                  Action: Clerk 
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Councillor Major asked if Parish Council meetings would be held in Willand Village Hall annex with 
effect from September. Whilst it was hoped this would be the case it was noted the Clerk had 
provisionally booked the Church Hall for August if needed. 
Councillor Warren referred to the Community Payback scheme and proposed that it be used for 
painting the South View play park fence. All agreed with this proposal and possibly hedge-cutting 
also.           ACTION: Clerk 
It was agreed the Clerk would liaise with Councillors Wilcox and Grantham after researching 
replacement basketball nets.        ACTION: Clerk 

13. Communications  
A) To consider  
i)  Response to MDDC's letter of 30 June regarding Buildings At Risk Survey and Register. The 
Clerk had publicised this via the website and Facebook and had contacted the local History 
Society. Councillors had nothing specific in response at the present time.             ACTION: Clerk 
 
B) Communications received since 5 June and forwarded to Councillors by email: 
 
i) Current Planning Applications 
 
a) 21/01026/HOUSE 
Proposal: Erection of a garden room 
Location: 3 Hillcrest Willand Old Village Willand 
Response submitted: Willand Parish Council has considered this application and feel that they 
have insufficient information supplied to make an informed recommendation. There is room within 
the curtilage for the structure and the loss of two parking spaces would still leave the site compliant 
with policy in relation to parking spaces. What is of concern is that the floor plan shows a 
completely open area yet the window configuration suggests that there will be separate rooms.  
The application form refers to ‘unknown’ in relation to foul water.  Clarification is needed as to 
intended use as if it is to be accommodation then it needs to be conditioned in relation to 
preventing it being a separate property. 
 
b) 21/01155/TPO 
Proposal: Application to crown reduce by 3-4 metres and reduce over extended lateral limbs of 1 
Silver Birch protected by Tree Preservation Order 02/00005/TPO 
Location: 2 Aspen Close Willand Cullompton 
Response submitted: The tree appears to be quite a small specimen and there is no evidence of 
damage to property, disease or danger to residents or passers-by at this time. There does not 
appear to be any justification for the proposed works. The Parish Council cannot support the 
application on the information provided but will support the findings of the Tree Officer/Consultant 
from MDDC. 
 
c)  19/01679/MFUL 
Proposal: Construction of ground-mounted solar PV panels to generate up to 49.9MW (Site Area 
60.78ha) and battery storage facility together with all associated works, equipment and 
necessary infrastructure 
Location: Land at NGR 303437 103555 East of Langford Mill & Tye Farm Langford 
Noted the application had been placed on the Agenda for consideration by Members at the hybrid 
meeting of the Planning Committee on 14 July 2021. 
 
d)  21/00971/MFUL 
Proposal: Erection of weather canopy 
Location: Pall Ex South West Ltd Unit 7 South View Estate 
This consultation had been received too late for the agenda but had been circulated to Councillors 
who agreed unanimously to the response of “no objection”.                                      Action: Clerk 
 
ii) Planning decisions notified for information 
 
a) 21/00699/TPO 
Proposal: Application to reduce the crown of 1 Oak tree by 1.5-2m and reduce lower 
lateral limbs towards the house by 1m, protected by Tree Preservation Order 73/00012/TPO 
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Location: 26 Oak Crescent Willand Cullompton 
Decision: grant permission 
 
b) 21/00541/HOUSE 
Proposal: Erection of a fence following removal of existing wall 
Location: 3 Bramley Close Willand Cullompton Devon 
Decision: grant permission 
 
c) 21/00602/FULL 
Proposal: Erection of 1.22m fence above existing brick wall 
Location: Karma Gables Road Willand Cullompton 
Decision: grant permission 
 
d) 20/01483/TPO 
Proposal: Application to shorten the lowest branches on the South and East side of 1 Oak tree by 
2m and reduce regrowth from previous pruning back to old pruning points , 
protected by Tree Preservation Order 99/00002/TPO 
Location: 4 Cornflower Close Willand Cullompton Devon 
Decision: grant permission 
 
e) 21/00951/HOUSE 
Proposal: Conversion and extension of garage to form annex 
Location: 1 Mulberry Close Willand Cullompton Devon 
Decision: grant permission 
 
f) 21/00839/TPO 
Proposal: Application to reduce the crowns of a group of 3 Oak trees overhanging the garden of 19 
Tamarind by 2-3m and reducing branch lengths by up to 4m, protected by Tree Preservation Order 
73/00012/TPO 
Location: Land at NGR 303275 110786 (Adj. 19 Tamarind) Meadow Park Willand Devon 
Decision: grant permission 
 
iii) Newsletters and other correspondence 
 
4 Mid Devon Press Releases 
11 NALC bulletins and events newsletters 
7 DALC newsletters 
6 Mid Devon meeting notifications 
4 Rural Services Network bulletins 
Hospiscare Newsletter 
8 Devon Communities Together bulletins 
2 SLCC news bulletins 
1 CPRE newsletter 
4 Devon County Council Coronavirus Updates 
Blackdown Hills newsletter 
Mid Devon Town and Parish newsletter 
 
C) Communications not referred to Councillors 
77 emails offering various seminars, equipment and services. 
The communications were noted. 
 
20.20 There being no other business the meeting closed. 
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8 JULY  2021 PAYMENT SHEET 
 

PAYMENTS TO INVOICE FOR AMOUNT BUDGET 

Church Hall Hall hire 10/6 & 17/6/21 45.00 Office/Admin 

Barclaycard mobile phone 6.00 0ffice/Admin 

SLCC  ILCA fees 144.00 Office/Admin 

SLCC  Clerk webinars 12.00 Office/Admin 

DALC Clerk & Councillor webinars 72.00 Office/Admin 

Source for Business (SW Water) Cemetery water- actual 
reading 

15.83 Cemetery 

Source for Business (SW Water) Allotments - actual reading 142.20 Allotments 

Quarlfox Services Cemetery centre path strim 19.62 Cemetery 

Quarlfox Services Mallow+Worcs gate adj to 
close 

18.12 Play areas 
equip 

Quarlfox Services Mallow+South View grass 
cut 

38.50 Play area grnd 
maint 

Quarlfox Services Cemetery grass cut No 4 122.50 Cemetery 

Countrywide Grounds 
Maintenance 

Verge grass cutting 15.6.21 858.00 General Grnd 
Maint 

Countrywide Grounds 
Maintenance 

Jubilee field grass cutting x 2 308.40 Play area grnd 
maint 

Countrywide Grounds 
Maintenance 

Orchard Way grass cutting 176.28 Play area grnd 
maint 

T Scrace Bus shelter cleaning 96.00 Village projects 

HMRC PAYE (quarterly payment) 733.37 Salaries 

DALC Clerk webinar 29 June 36.00 Office/Admin 

Stoneman Engineering Basketball hoop repair 36.00 Play areas 
equip 

DCT Membership renewal 50.00 Office/Admin 

SLCC  Membership renewal 144.00 Office/Admin  
Total BACS payments 3022.82 

 

    

    

RECEIPTS IN JUNE 2021 
   

 
Magazine advertising 610.00 

 

 
Cemetery 1062.00 

 

TOTAL INCOME  
 

1672.00 
 

    

 


