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Fact Sheet 
Devon is spending an extra £1.9 million to support child mental health, following the pandemic. The 
money will be used in a variety of ways including supporting children in schools who have suffered 
because of the lockdowns and schooling online. 
 
Devon is investing £20 million in Special School places and Education Health & Care Plans. This 
means, 600 new special school places including new special schools in Tiverton, Newton Abbot and 
Okehampton.  More staff have been taken on to improve the timeliness of Education Health and 
Care Plans. The Special Education Needs (SEND) transformation program is moving forward with an 
improved response to children`s needs and better communication to parents. Cabinet has taken the 
decision to bring education support services back in house. This will help with bringing services 
together to respond more quickly and be far better for parents to access in a one stop shop model. 
 
Public Health Nursing has been brought back in house. The staff vacancy rate with Health Visitors is 
now 10% a great improvement. This has meant a far closer working relationship with our Children’s 
Centres. Early Help for families and children is very important, to prevent children coming into care. 
Because of the pandemic we have taken on 12 more Early Help Co-ordinators to help families find 
the support they need. There has been a 75% increase in referrals to Early Help because of the 
Pandemic. 
 
We have recently received a letter from Vicky Ford MP, Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Children & Families. Extract below. 
 
“It is a little over a year since I wrote following the Ofsted ILACS judgement in 2020. I am encouraged 
by the reports I have received from Eleanor Brazil to hear about the strong response to Covid-19, as 
well as the hard work to improve the quality of Children’s Services in Devon”.  
 
Future months, I feel, may offer some challenge in terms of union demands for significantly 
increased levels of staff pay. It is not a matter only related to our Council as there will be challenges 
nationally. In recent years, despite austerity, unions along with staff have been understanding of the 
significant financial pressures on councils and it is important that there continues to be a full 
understanding of Council’s financial challenges as it seeks to protect all employees moving forward. 
Much has been done in recent years to improve the situation of those earning the least – 
predominantly, women. A great deal has been done, too, to reduce the Gender Pay Gap (GPG) and 
these matters need to be continually addressed moving forward. 
 

Staff in our in-house provision receive great praise from CQC 
New Treetops is a Devon County Council run care home currently providing accommodation for 
people who have been discharged from hospital, and this month has received its CQC inspection 
report. During the COVID-19 pandemic inspections have continued but new ratings have not been 
given, therefore the provision remains rated as ‘good’. The focus of the inspections during the 
pandemic has been infection prevention and control. You can read the full report but I’ve picked out 
some of the key comments: 
  
·       We were assured that the provider was preventing visitors from catching and spreading 
infections. 
·       Staff accessed weekly testing. People who used the service were also supported to access 
regular testing. Any visitors to the service (including maintenance/deliveries and health professionals 
if needed) followed clear procedures in a separate area to enable rapid testing and screening. 

http://www.cqc.org.uk/location/1-135895220


·        
There has been considerable concern about the safety of 5G, Devon County set up a task force to 
look into this and has come up with a recommendation, that being as follows; 
 
Write to the Parliamentary Digital, Culture, Media and Sport Committee with copies to the Local 
Government Association, Public Health England and Devon MPs to request that this Select 
Committee gives consideration to the earnest concerns expressed by some residents of this 
County and beyond about the health and environmental impacts of 5G and supports this 
Government to address those concerns by providing greater reassurance and evidence to the 
general public that the technology is safe. If such reassurance and evidence cannot be provided, 
then we suggest further research is urgently undertaken. 
 

• Climate change – as we all know, climate change is a long-term issue and a key focus for us 
as a Council, as reflected in our commitment and ambition within the interim Carbon Plan. 
It presents us with an opportunity to connect the Council with young people to care for the 
environment and help tackle the climate change emergency.   

 
Devon`s first winter action was on 3rd November, but the winter weather did not really start until 
25th November and certainly hit with vengeance from Christmas Eve until early March, refusing to 
completely let go through much of April. 
For those that like some statistics. 
 
220,000 km of road salted by 3023 route drivers 
· Dartmoor was treated the most on 120 occasions 
· Exmouth was treated the least on just 58 occasions 
· Over 18,000 tonnes of salt were used (twice that used in each of the last two years) 
· Lowest road temperature -7.2°C on Dartmoor on 31st December. 
· About 7cm of snow fell on Dartmoor on 4th December. 
· 10 nights with roads below -5°C 
· Some secondary routes treated on 5 occasions 
· 27 requests for salt were received over the past winter delivering 42 tonnes. In addition, 462 
requests to refill or repair salt bins were attended to by our contractor. 
 
This year sees us celebrating 10 years of the Snow Wardens Scheme; a scheme that without 
committed volunteers, would fail to complement our winter service. Without their support over the 
winter period there could be a significant impact on the network; effecting local communities, 
vulnerable people and the economy. 
 
Regards, 
Ray 
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