
March 2021 Report from Devon County Councillor Radford  
 
If there are any issues you want me to pursue, please let me know, I am not aware of any pressing 
issues, but for sure there could be. Although I have been asked, as Dean Hill is currently closed 
because of the railway bridge repair, could it be closed to traffic, other than for access for ever, I said 
I would ask, but thought it unlikely, therefore I wonder if the Parish Council has a view!! 
 
As you know, we have announced our budget for 2021/22 and there has been unavoidable 
increases, the increase will be 4.99%, 3% for the adult services which is agreed by Government 
and  1.99% which is the maximum increase level set by Government.  
Over and above the figures stated below, there will be an additional £600k going into road 
maintenance.  We will be putting £300k into Climate Change over the next two years, to help, 
together with District Councils to help bring about zero carbon by 2030. 
 
There looks to be light at the end of the tunnel on COVID,  This tremendous effort to fight 
coronavirus, support Devon's communities and keep the county operating has cost the authority 
significantly. At the outset of the pandemic, the Government provided local authorities in England 
with £500 million of grant funding to help economically vulnerable people to pay their Council Tax 
and the authority has provided funding of £1m towards a Covid-19 Hardship Fund, providing a vital 
safety net for those struggling financially. The increased number of people eligible for help with 
Council Tax, coupled with more firms being forced to go out of business and leaving properties 
empty, is contributing to a financial shortfall for authorities at a time when spending demands are 
increasing. 
 
Moving forward, the Government published the Provisional Local Government Finance Settlement 
2021/22 on 17 December confirming that, excluding Government assumptions about Council Tax 
nationally, the increase in Government funding for the authority is £3.7 millions or 2.2%. The 
Government has also announced Devon’s share of national Covid funding for 2021/22 is £14.823 
millions. In total, our spending in 2021/22 is due to rise by 6.6%, an overall increase of just under 
£35.7 millions from 2020/21. We will continue to do all we can to support all those affected by the 
Covid-19 pandemic, and work closely with our colleagues in the NHS on the rollout of the vaccine as 
well as supporting local testing and contact tracing initiatives. We will take what we've learnt from 
our response so far to continue with our ongoing response and recovery work, in the knowledge that 
we will come out of this pandemic with new and innovative ways of working to ensure we continue 
on our journey as a learning organisation 
 
It was hard to imagine that a return to normal would happen quickly. The rapidly changing 
circumstances led to a review of the Targets. Some savings previously identified did not seem 
feasible and the other areas needed bolstering to increase the resilience of the authority. The 
detailed budgets on pages 39 to 89 comply with the targets set by Cabinet on 13th January which 
total £578.5 millions. The total includes funding for budget pressures of £47.3 millions that mainly 
relates to additional expenditure to allow for service growth to cater for demographic changes such 
as increased children and adult service users and unavoidable cost pressures. Savings and income 
initiatives of £11.6 millions are required to set a balanced budget. The targets set for each service 
area have been subject to different pressures and influences.  We have achieved this budget, 
without dipping into any reserves. 
 
The table below shows the 2021/22 Budget Targets by service area, of course there are masses of 
figures to support the  budget process, this just heading figures and departments.. 
 



Adult Care & Health, 20/21 year,   £260,757m,    Inflation  £26,235m (£4,557m)             21/22year, 
Budget £282,435m,   Net change  £21,678m   +8.3% 
 
Children's Services,    20/21 year,  £146,869m,    Inflation £13,787m  (£2,389m)           21/22 year, 
Budget £158,267m,    Net change  £11,398m  + 7.8% 
 
Community Health,     20/21year,  £39,792m,     Inflation  £1,039m  (£958k)           21/22 year  Budget 
£39,873 81m     Net change  + 0.2%  
 
Corporate Services,      20/21 year, £37,566m,     Inflation   £4,436m (£1,615m)         21/22 year 
Budget £40,387m     Net Change £2,821m  + 7.5%  
                                                                                                                               
Highways, Infrastructure, Development & Waste, 20/21year, £57,827m.   Inflation 
£1,804m(£2,111)       21/22year   Budget £57,520m  Nett change £307k  -0.5%   
 
All Totals;  20/21 £542,811m    Inflation £47,301m   (£11,630)           21/22year  £578,482m   Nett 
change £35,671 + 6.6% 
 
Just a few statistics you might be interested in of infrastructure we operate; 
Service/ Activity Unit of Measurement 2020/21  
  
Estimate Size of Network Km 12,978. Bridges No. 3,340 (23) 3,317.         Structural retaining walls 
(>1.35m height)   No. 1,749.         Structural retaining walls (>1.35m height) Km 125 1 126.          Street 
lights total No. 80,244.        Street lights to have been converted to part night lighting No. 
53,886.          Rights of way Km 5,012          Length of road salted Km 2,664.          Illuminated road 
markings and signs 10,694           Gullies emptied No. 165,000            Total grass area cut m2  7.6 
million.        Surface dressed Km 0 443 443.         Resurfacing / reconstruction Km 126. 
 
Another interesting fact, we have 65 farms, it was 100 but some have been amalgamated and others 
made bigger, totalling 9,965 acres, we have not sold any farms to raise revenue like some County 
Councils have had to do, we are very financially stable, and we have ample reserves .    
 
If you need me to do anything, just let me know. 
 
Regards, 
Ray 
 
Ray Radford 
Devon County Councillor 
Willand & Uffculme Division 
Email: ray.radford@devon.gov.uk 
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