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MINUTES OF THE ONLINE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 
THURSDAY 11 FEBRUARY 2021 COMMENCING AT 19.00 

 
Present: Councillors Grantham, Little, Major, Mastrolacasa, Phare, Sellick, Scott, Tobin, Warren, 
Whatley, Wilcox 
In attendance:  DCC Councillor Radford, MDDC Councillors Chesterton and Evans, Clerk K Taylor, 
1 member of the public 

1.  There were no apologies. 
 
2.  Declarations of interest from Members would be made at the appropriate agenda item. 
 
3.  The Chair informed that the Clerk had given the required 3 months’ notice and would be leaving 
at the end of May.  He had asked the Vice Chair to lead on the process of recruitment and 
selection of a new clerk.               ACTION: Councillor Phare 
 
4. There were no public questions on any of the agenda items  
 
5.  Councillor Warren proposed from the Chair that the minutes of meeting of 14 January 2021 and 
28 January 2021 were signed as a true record and it was agreed.  The minutes were signed.  
 
6.  Reports 
a)  There were 12 crimes in Willand reported to the police in December 2020 
b) Councillor Evans gave a brief report on the issues relating to 2 Sisters.  He also reported on a 
meeting he had attended which a representative of Public Health England who had indicated that 
COVID-19 cases were on the decrease, and that there was confidence in the vaccine supply.  
He confirmed that Local Elections would take place in May, it was expected that there would be a 
large postal vote, if someone wished to engage a proxy then the deadline for this would be 
extended to polling date itself in order to accommodate anyone being taken ill the day before.  
Although legislation for online meetings ends in May an extension was being considered.   
Councillor Chesterton informed that MDDC budget was ready to go to Full Council meeting, that it 
had been agreed to go ahead with the Local Plan and a call for sites has gone out.  
c) County Councillor Radford had circulated a comprehensive report and there were no questions.  
 
7.  For Discussion and Decision 
a) To consider and agree the options for the Christmas lights 
Following discussion on the available options Councillor Wilcox proposed that the Parish Council 
did not renew the contract for the Christmas lights, Councillor Whatley seconded the proposal, and 
a vote was taken.  The motion was defeated by 7 votes with one abstention. 
Councillor Sellick proposed that the option of two different motifs was agreed for a three-year 
period.  Councillor Scott seconded the proposal, and it was agreed by 7 votes with one abstention.  

   ACTION: Clerk 
b) To consider the requirement to return to normal public meetings from May 2021, how this can be 
managed, and plan how to move this forward.  Following a brief discussion, it was agreed that this 
would be put forward to the March meeting when further information might be available.                 
              ACTION: Clerk      
c) Staff contracts and HR policies 
It was agreed that Councillors Phare, Wilcox and Mastrolacasa would form an initial working group 
to take this forward and that it would include the recruitment of the new clerk as part of its brief.                                                    
              ACTION: Councillors Phare/Wilcox/Mastrolacasa 
 
8.  Finance 
a) Councillor Little proposed that the payments be authorised. Councillor Phare seconded the 
proposal, and it was agreed            ACTION: Clerk 

 

WILLAND PARISH COUNCIL 



6 

 

 

The payments are recorded at the end of these minutes. 
b) Income in January 2021 noted 
c) Income & Expenditure report January 2021 noted  

 
9.  Neighbourhood Plan  
Councillor Little spoke to the paper that had been circulated.  

• It was agreed that the Neighbourhood Plan Group (NPG) should bring to the March 
meeting a proposal for the Parish Council to apply formally to MDDC for designation of a 
neighbourhood plan area.  

• It was agreed that in addition to Willand the area should include the area of Halberton 
Parish east of the M5, and the part of Burlescombe Parish south of the A38.  

• Council noted the need to elicit clear support for this from Halberton and Burlescombe 
Parishes, and the discussions that had taken place so far. It respected Halberton’s wishes 
not to be involved in planning outside its boundary and to be fully represented in agreeing 
any plan for the area of its Parish. 

• It was noted that the NPG had spoken with representatives from Uffculme Parish 
Councillors, making it clear that the planning process will fully respect the fact that part of 
the area is of primary significance to Uffculme.                               ACTION: Councillor Little 

 
20.24 Councillors Evans and Chesterton left the meeting.  
 
10. The meeting dates were noted. 
 
11. Councillors Roundtable to receive any further information from Councillors and to highlight 
future agenda items. 
Councillor Whatley raised the issue of horse droppings on the roads and pavements around 
Willand.  The Chair agreed that he would add comments to the next magazine article.  
         ACTION: Councillor Warren 
Councillor Major raised the power outages that had occurred overnight and reported that he had 
made contact with Western Power requesting more information and was expecting to receive 
further information that could be provided for distribution to residents through the magazine and 
Social Media.  Councillor Major would prepare the article.                    ACTION: Councillor Major    
20.25 Councillor Radford left the meeting. 
Councillor Wilcox reported that Mrs Tucker was no longer able to provide the administrative 
support to the Clerk, and Councillor Scott had agreed to assist with social media posts.  There 
were some issues with the email provider and it was agreed that a paper would be circulated to the 
March meeting to look at possible ways to address this.                ACTION: Councillor Wilcox/Clerk 
Councillor Tobin reported that an area of Willand Moor Rd pavement was becoming overgrown 
with hedges so causing difficulty for people using it for walking.  It was agreed Councillor Phare 
would provide further information for the Clerk to contact the householders to request that it is cut 
back.                 ACTION: Councillor Phare/Clerk 

12. Communications  
a) To consider  
i) A positive response had been received from Head of Planning & Regeneration to the request for 
consultation on planning applications in Halberton parish that affect Willand.  It was agreed that no 
further action was needed at this time. 
ii) Response from Chief Executive regarding Community Governance Review suggested in the 
Boundary Commission Report. 
We recognise the need to move on to undertake the community governance review as set out in 
the recently-published Boundary Commission report for Mid Devon. Our intent is that this is 
completed in advance of the next district elections, but that final decisions will be made once we 
are clearer on the long tail of covid-related work impacts for the organisation over the coming 
months.  
It was agreed that the Clerk would diarise a reminder for the end of the year.           ACTION: Clerk                                                                                                       
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b) Communications received since 8 January 2021 and forwarded to Councillors by email: 
1) Current Planning applications  
It was noted that some details on the application forms were incomplete.  Councillor Warren 
indicated that the officers were working under difficult circumstances with home working but 
undertook to raise it with the planning department.                                 ACTION: Councillor Warren 
 
 
i) 20/02013/HOUSE 
Proposal: Erection of single storey rear extension 
Location: 3 Myrtle Close Willand Cullompton 
It was agreed that the Parish Council would offer no objection the application.    ACTION: Clerk 
 
ii) 20/02148/FULL Halberton Parish 
Proposal: Erection of classroom  
Location: Honeybees Day Nursery and Preschool Uffculme Road Willand Cullompton EX15 2SA 
It was noted that there was information which indicated a larger development for the site but the 
application was only for a classroom.  Concerns were raised about the road and the lack of 
footpath for the children attending to walk on.  It was agreed that the Council had no objection to 
the application but did raise concerns about the lack of footpath which Highways should consider 
                         ACTION: Clerk 
iii) 21/00178/HOUSE 
Proposal: Erection of single storey rear extension  
Location: 24 Oak Crescent Willand Cullompton Devon EX15 2SS 
The Parish Council had no objection to this application.       ACTION: Clerk 
 
2) Planning decisions notified for information 
 
i) APP/Y1138/W/20/3259142 
Mid Devon District Council Reference: 19/01156/FULL 
Proposal: Installation of a 24MW Reserve Power Plant with associated infrastructure 
Location: Land at NGR 302839 111143 Lloyd Maunder Road Willand Devon 
Decision: Appeal granted with conditions attached 
 
ii) 20/02015/CLP 
Certificate of lawfulness for the proposed erection of a Pilates studio 
Mayscott Willand Old Village Willand Cullompton Devon EX15 2RJ 
Decision: Permission Granted 
 
iii) 20/01934/TPO    
Proposal: Application to reduce the height of 1 Oak tree by approximately 8m, reduce lateral 
spread by 2m and reduce limb to North by 2-3m, protected by Tree Preservation Order 
97/00012/TPO 
Location: 5 Gables Court Willand Cullompton Devon EX15 2DW  
Decision: Permission Granted 
The decisions were noted.  
 
3)  Newsletters and other correspondence 
Message from Enforcement Officer 
Devon Climate Emergency February newsletter 
Notification of Mid Devon District Council New Build Homes Resident Survey. 
4 Rural Bulletins 
CPRE winter newsletter 
Involve Bulletin  
Hospice Care January news 
COVID-19 updates and resources from DCT, NALC & DCC 
Mental health & wellbeing in the farming community webinar to be held 23 February 
Connecting the Culm latest newsletter 
5 Mid Devon meeting agendas 
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Mid Devon press releases on a variety of matters 
Mid Devon Town and Parish newsletter for February 
 
c) Communications not referred to Councillors 
70 plus emails offering various seminars, equipment and services. 
The communications were noted. 
 
20:47 There being no other business the meeting closed.  
 
 
 
 
 
Councillor Barry Warren  
Chair of Willand Parish Council  
 
 
 

FEBRUARY  2021 PAYMENT SHEET  
PAYMENTS TO INVOICE FOR AMOUNT BUDGET 

HMRC PAYE 694.31 salary 

Barclaycard mobile phone 6.00 0ffice/Admin 

F Tucker  admin support  60.00 Office/Admin 

SWW allotments 27.30 allotments 

F Wilcox new screen 95.99 Office/Admin 

Brightsea Press  Magazine Feb/March 930.00 magazine 

DALC Councillor training 36.00 Office/Admin 

Mr Scrace bus shelter cleaning January 96.00 
village 
projects 

Mid Devon mobility ` Donation towards work  100.00 Donations  

 Total payments  2045.60  
RECEIPTS IN JANUARY 2021    

C Hirst Magazine advert  43.00 magazine 

Bovey Bakery Magazine advert  90.00 magazine 

Richard Grant Memorials Memorial  202.00 cemetery 

TOTAL INCOME   335.00  
 
 
 


