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MINUTES OF THE FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE HELD ON 
THURSDAY 17 DECEMBER 2020. 

 
 

Present: Councillors Grantham, Little, Major, Mastrolacasa, Phare, Warren, Whatley, Wilcox 
In attendance: Clerk K Taylor. Admin F Tucker, 1 member of the public 
 
1.  Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor Scott. 
 
2.  It was agreed that any declarations of interest would be made by Members at the appropriate 
agenda item. 
 
3.  There were no items brought forward by the Chair 
 
4.  There were no public questions on any of the agenda items.  The offer was made to allow the 
Parish Council admin to post on the WOW Facebook page without having to wait for approval from 
the admin, the Parish Council were pleased to accept. 
 
5.  Councillor Grantham proposed that the minutes of the 17 September 2020 were approved, 
Councillor Warren seconded the proposal, and the minutes were signed. 
 
6.  Administration 
 
1. To receive any updates to the Emergency Plan  
a)  The Clerk confirmed that the following amendments had been made, the inclusion of a national 
or local lockdown due to pandemic or other catastrophe as a potential risk, Councillor Scott added 
to the response team list and the village hall telephone highlighted as the helpline.  The list of 
Councillors included new Councillors.  Councillor Sellick remained on the list, but Councillor 
Whatley had requested not to be on it.  No further updates were received, and the amended 
document would be circulated.                     ACTION: Clerk 
 
2. Grass cutting tenders  
Three quotations had been received and were considered.  Following discussion, Councillor 
Grantham proposed that the contract for the Jubilee Field, Orchard Way Open Space and the DCC 
verges be awarded to Countrywide, Councillor Phare seconded the proposal and it was approved. 
 
3. Staff contracts and appraisals 
Councillor Wilcox reported that she had been unable to make any progress on this but would hope 
to do so between Christmas and New Year, bringing it to the January meeting of Full Council. 
  
7.  Finance 
1.  Budget Reports 
i)  The Clerk apologised for the errors on the budget reports circulated and gave a further 
explanation of the figures and the position at the current time. The figures were noted.   
ii)   There was a discussion on the overspend on the donation budget, and Councillor Little 
requested that the Parish Council tighten up on the procedures for allocating money to local groups 
and charities under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972.  It was agreed that this would 
be brought to a future meeting.          ACTION: Clerk 
Councillor Warren proposed that £50 be transferred from the salaries budget to the donations 
budget to support the overspend.  Councillor Wilcox seconded the proposal, and it was approved.   
Councillor Wilcox proposed from the Chair that the VAS system was purchased out of the 
unallocated reserve fund.  This was approved. 
iii)   To approve the expenditure of £ 537.81 for the Clerk new laptop to replace the damaged one. 
Councillor Wilcox declared an interest as she had purchased the equipment for the Clerk, and this 
would be a repayment to her.  She would abstain from the discussion and vote. 
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Councillor Little proposed that the repayment be made at the end of December.  Councillor Warren 
seconded the proposal, and it was approved,  
 
2.  Precept 2021/22  
The proposed precept was considered in detail and the Clerk received recommendations for 
amendments to be brought back to the Full Council meeting in January for approval of the next 
precept.  
It was noted that the VAS system was a community facility and if it was decided to obtain more 
equipment this could be allocated from that reserve fund. 
 
8.  Planning application 20/01851/FULL 
Proposal: Conversion of redundant bar and restaurant to 3 self-contained apartments 
Location: Verbeer Manor Willand Cullompton 
It was agreed that the Clerk and Chair would use delegated powers to respond to this application. 

9.  Councillors Roundtable  
Councillor Warren reported that he had received a telephone call from Willand Primary School 
head teacher to apologise for the state of the Jubilee Field as an area of the grass had been turned 
into a mud patch where parents congregate to collect children due to changes brought about 
through the social distancing rules of Covid-19.   Councillor Grantham agreed he would go and see 
what action if any, the Parish Council might need to take. 
 
There being no other business Councillor Wilcox closed the meeting at 20.30  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Frances Wilcox 
Chair of Finance & Administration Committee 

https://planning.middevon.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=QJJ5W9KS07T00

