
 

 

 
 

 
 

WILLAND PARISH COUNCIL  
 

 
 

Full Council meeting 10 December 2020  

Agenda Item 7a  

Quotation for a battery VAS system to operate in Silver Street with a post at 
the allotment end and one near the entrance to Old Village. To include one 
sign brackets and a data collection facility. 

 

ITEM COST VAT TOTAL 

Portable sign £ 2625 £ 525 £ 3150 

Data Collection unit £   250 £   50 £   300 

Extra bracket set  £     50 £   10 £     60 

DCC provision of poles £   575 £  115 £   690 

TOTAL  £ 3500 £  700 £ 4200 

   
Agenda Item 7d 
 
Maps of the Cemetery area to be covered by the Protection Order 
 

 
 
St Mary’s Churchyard is also included in the proposed order.  
 



 
  

 

Agenda item 8c 
 
Income and Expenditure for November 2020 
 

 
 
Agenda item 12a 

 

i) Linking Uffculme and Willand by foot and cycle: an initial proposal 
  

This is an early-day proposal for creating an off-road and multipurpose path linking the 

villages of Uffculme and Willand. The aim at this stage is to get the process going by 

highlighting the benefits of such a path (whetting people’s appetite), setting out what 

needs to be done from a legal and procedural perspective, and start thinking about the 

costs involved in the project and how these can be covered. Maps showing the proposed 

route for the path as well as a couple of images of what the path could look like are also 

part of this initial proposal. 

  

This is exactly what we need! 
Creating an alternative route away from the busy roads for people to move safely 

between Uffculme and Willand would be beneficial on a number of grounds. 

  

It would provide a safe alternative to using a car or public transport. Cycling or 

walking as a substitute for driving or using public transport is becoming more and more 

popular nationwide. Members of the community will be able to take up positive new 

habits if they are given a chance to do so in a safe way. The Uffculme Road linking 



 
  

 

Uffculme with Willand is particularly dangerous in this regard, as one Uffculme 

resident recently lamented: 

I do think a path is desirable for cyclists and pedestrians: very occasionally I 

cycle along the road to Willand and it can be a hair-raising experience when 

some motorists pass closer than the Police-recommended 1.5 meters when they 

overtake; also, I don’t think it is fair for pedestrians to have to walk on the 

overgrown grass verges – but it is clearly dangerous for them to walk in the 

road 

 

The recent increase in cyclists on Uffculme Road (despite the tricky conditions) signals 

an increased demand in the community for an alternative to using cars and public 

transport. Offering a safe alternative could encourage even more people to follow suit. 

The proposed path would be especially beneficial in this regard to the many people who 

work at the two large business parks adjacent to the Uffculme Road. 

 

Climate priorities and Biodiversity  

This proposal is great news from a climate change perspective and fits well with 

Devon’s aspiration of having a net-zero carbon economy in a decade’s time. This is 

also supported from a national perspective through the new Agricultural Bill which 

focuses funding and assisting farmers to contribute to climate change mitigation 

through rewilding large parts of agricultural land to increase biodiversity, attract 

wildlife and pollinators and to absorb carbon. Creating an off road path between 

Willand and Uffculme is a fantastic opportunity to work closely with landowners to 

create something that works towards the triple bottom line for the landowners, the 

community and the environment.  

  

It would benefit the health of residents. Creating a path for people to safely exercise, 

through cycling, jogging and walking can have major community benefits from a health 

perspective. With an ageing population and our NHS under heavy strain, focusing on 

preventive health has never been as important as it is now. Exercising in nature is also 

particularly beneficial from a mental health perspective as it reduces stress and anxiety; 

conditions that more and more people suffer from. 

  

It would improve community access, benefit businesses along the route, and 

connect people with the land. Creating a path for cyclists, joggers and walkers to move 

between Uffculme and Willand would improve access to the villages and what they 

have to offer. A beautiful walk to Coldharbour Mill and a visit to its café becomes an 

outing in itself, and a bike ride to attend an event at Selgars Mill can attract more 

members of the community if people were not required to drive there. The new residents 

at Lucombe Park would particularly benefit from being able to access Uffculme with 

its shops and schools without having to walk alongside the busy road.  

  

Last but not least, letting community members have access to, and enjoy, their natural 

surroundings will undoubtedly make them better custodians of these surroundings, 

which can have far-reaching benefits for years to come. 

  

What does it involve? 

 

Establishing a relationship with landowners and local partner 

organisations  

In order to create a new path with a public right of way, a Public Path Creation 

Agreement will need to be agreed between highway authorities or the Mid Devon 



 
  

 

District Council, and the landowners in question. The procedure for establishing a 

creation agreement is set out in the Highways Act 1980 (section 25). Ensuring backing 

for the project by Uffculme and Willand Parish Councils would be important both in 

terms of helping to drive the project forward vis-à-vis the District Council (providing 

procedural assistance) but also in terms of getting the landowners on board (providing 

legitimacy and community anchoring to the project). 

  

That’s all well and good, but what about the costs involved? 
There are two specific types of costs that would need to be financed for this project to 

be viable. The first cost concerns compensation to the farmers who would give up a 

small part of their land. Although the proposed path is situated at the outskirts of 

farmland to minimise disruption to farming and other land use, some land will 

nonetheless be taken up by the path. Financing such compensation would be the 

responsibility of the District Council although financial support for this purpose might 

also be sought from Countryside Stewardship Schemes or other relevant sources. 

  

The second cost concerns the construction (and maintenance) of the path. At least two 

options could be viable in this regard. The first option is using a crowdfunding strategy 

whereby members of the public are encouraged to donate money to the cause. In return 

for contributing, donors can also benefit from unique rewards from local businesses 

(e.g. donate £100 for a stay in the shepherd’s hut at Selgars Mill or your name on a 

plaque). The crowdfunding campaign is itself an opportunity for local communities to 

rally together to co-create something beautiful. Other community fundraising efforts 

could complement this strategy. The second option is to try and access any existing 

planning-related (Section 106) money from the various developments that have taken 

place in the vicinity of the proposed path, including Lucombe Park and Hitchcocks 

Business Park. 

  

Making it happen... 
A small and dedicated working group should drive this issue forward. Members would 

include representatives from in the community initiative Connecting the Culm, 

Uffculme and Willand Parish Councils, Uffculme Green Team, and interested members 

of the public. 

 

If you are interested in joining this working group or have any questions about the 

initiative, please contact Linnea Mills on linnea.mills@gmail.com or 07530 939985.  

mailto:linnea.mills@gmail.com


 
  

 

 



 
  

 

 

 



 
  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Agenda item 12a) 

ii)   Ref: Willand Parish Council Donation to Citizens Advice  
Citizens Advice Torridge, North, Mid and West Devon offers a free service to 
members of the public across the Mid Devon Council area, providing advice and 
information for the benefit of the individual and the community. Many members of 



 
  

 

the public come to us in difficult circumstances when they have no one else to turn 
to, often in life changing situations.  
The Covid-19 Pandemic has had a significant detrimental effect on the economy of 
Mid Devon as well as the health and wellbeing of many of our clients. Devon County 
Council have forecast that the economy of Devon will shrink by 8% this year and 
nationally 1.3 million homes have fallen into council tax arrears alongside a 20% 
drop in household income with household debts increasing as a result. National 
Citizens Advice predictions suggest that there will be a 60% increase in the number 
of queries regarding household debt in the next few months. The pandemic has 
adversely affected much of society but especially young people, those in insecure 
employment, and who have health problems placing them at greater risk from the 
virus. Evidence also shows that these effects are significantly increased in rural areas 
such as ours, and that general anxiety levels about the increased risk of debt, 
redundancy and potential loss of jobs and homes are also higher.  
At Citizens Advice, we have been working constantly to ensure that our service 
adapts to meet the challenges of our clients in these times. In order to continue to 
provide high-quality advice and guidance, we have switched delivery towards 
internet and phone-based services which remains tailored towards meeting 
individual’s needs efficiently and effectively  
We pride ourselves on our credible reputation for giving high quality advice. To 
ensure our 17 Tiverton and Crediton-based volunteers are providing this standard, 
we continually update and support our volunteers with training on complex enquiry 
areas. Training is a large expense for our organisation along with the need for 
experienced paid supervisors to support our volunteer advisers. We receive no 
financial help from our National Body, operating as an independent charity.  
Last year (2019-20) 2,218 clients from Mid Devon accessed our services for advice 
and information on 3,062 individual issues with benefits and Tax credits being the 
most common issue requiring advice. Last year in Mid Devon we helped clients to 
receive over £1.5 million of income gain to which they did not know they were 
entitled. This financial support was then brought back into the local economy.  
Our priority will continue, within available resources, to provide a quality service 
whilst at the same time seeking ways to improve that service. We will look to see 
how we can increase our levels of efficiency and expand the range of services we 
can offer. We also have a number of specialist advice projects that your community 
can access including a service for cancer sufferers, support and advice to families 
with young children, carers and help for people who have financial problems. 
 
For every £1 of Local Authority funding we receive, we generate £3.47 in fiscal 
benefit. We would be extremely grateful if your Parish Council would consider 
making a donation to our valuable service to enable the residents of your Parish to 
continue to access free, independent, confidential and impartial advice. 


