
Sorry a bit late sending the report.  I am not aware of any serious problems in and around Willand, 
but there might be, let me know if something crops up. 
  
We will be energetically looking at next years budget, it is going to be challenging times, particularly 
looking at the half yearly figures, this is normal as with other years, but we have always delivered a 
balanced budget for the last 10 years or more. 
  
Covid is still the top of the list, here is what is happening locally. 
  
The Exeter Nightingale received its first COVID-19 patients this week 

• Since the beginning of July, the Nightingale Hospital Exeter has been providing local 
people with fast and safe access to a range of important diagnostic tests. These 
additional services will now stop at the Nightingale facility to allow the hospital to care 
for COVID-19 patients. Diagnostic tests will continue to be available to those who need 
them through existing diagnostic services across the region. 

• The 116 bed hospital is designed to provide care for patients with COVID-19 and can 
support both ventilated and non-ventilated care. Patients with COVID-19 who need the 
additional services available within an acute hospital will be cared for there. 

•   
 At its meeting on 12 November 2020, the Health and Adult Care Scrutiny considered the Report of 
the Associate Director (Care and Health) Devon County Council and NHS Devon CCG (ACH/20/129) 
relating to the Finance and Performance Mid-Year Update for Health and Adult Care (Minute 211(b) 
refers). The Committee discussed the finance and performance of Adult Health and Care, in 
particular the impact of COVID-19 across the health and care system, and RESOLVED that ‘this 
Committee urges and supports the Cabinet to make representations to the Secretary of State for 
Health and Social Care, requesting adequate funding (the level of which to be advised by Officers) to 
manage the remainder of the Covid-19 pandemic;  and to address the need for a long-term funding 
settlement for adult social care’. 
  
Supporting carers 

• A pioneering new project that supports unpaid carers has been heralded nationally and 
is shortlisted for a prestigious care award. It involves dedicated staff from Devon Carers, 
a service commissioned by Devon County Council and NHS Devon CCG, working closely 
with hospital teams to identify situations where carers are involved, and where support 
for those carers is needed for patients to return home safely, or prevent hospital 
admissions. DCC officers have been instrument in driving this work and making it 
happen. 

  
This means that non-essential shops can reopen, along with other businesses such as gyms, 
restaurants, leisure facilities and hairdressers. It also means we can now meet up to six people in an 
outdoor space, while maintaining social distancing. However, socialising indoors with anyone you 
don’t live with, or who is not in your support bubble, is not allowed under Tier 2, whether at home 
or in a public place. The tier allocations will be regularly reviewed, the first being by Wednesday 16 
December. You can read the full guidelines here. 
It’s good news that many businesses can reopen and we can start to support our local economy 
more fully in the run-up to Christmas, but I know this isn’t what many of us would have hoped for as 
we want to be able to meet our families and friends with some sort of normality. I do, however, 
remain hopeful that if we all continue to follow the guidelines, we may be able to get our county 
down into Tier 1: Medium alert. 
The Government has also announced plans to relax the regulations for five days over the Christmas 
period (between 23 and 27 December), allowing three households to form an exclusive ‘bubble’ to 

https://www.devonnewscentre.info/support-to-devon-carers-is-recognised-nationally-its-already-a-winner-says-lead-councillor/
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDExMjYuMzExODc1OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ3VpZGFuY2UvbG9jYWwtcmVzdHJpY3Rpb24tdGllcnMtd2hhdC15b3UtbmVlZC10by1rbm93I2hpZ2gtYWxlcnQifQ.W3-WFOdl0fPc8R4W8j3ILN3s0-BhS26eETaIKHxbV_U/s/172369815/br/90648253746-l


meet at home during this time. Travel restrictions across England, Scotland, Northern Ireland and 
Wales and between tiers will also be lifted to provide a window for households to come together. 
This is welcome news, and although it might not enable all of us to have what we might consider our 
normal Christmas, it does mean that we can see more of our loved ones. 
  
At 31st October 2020 the level of long term debt remains unchanged at £507.85m. 
  
Every year the Council budgets for a Minimum Revenue Provision to set aside cash to then repay this 
external debt. At the same time, we are then borrowing that cash back, by way of internal borrowing 
from the Council’s cash balances to finance the capital programme. At present we have “over 
borrowed” from cash by some £60 million, i.e. we have borrowed £60 million from the Council’s 
cash balances, in addition to the external debt of £507.85 million, to fund the capital programme. 
The ability to internally borrow from the Council’s cash has enabled the Council to fund its capital 
programme in recent years without taking out further external debt and incurring additional interest 
costs and other capital financing costs.  
  
2.7 While cash balances remain relatively high, we can continue to internally borrow to meet our 
capital commitments and maintain a measured level of future capital investment. However, this may 
become more challenging if there continues to be growing pressure on both the Council’s capital 
programme and revenue budget, and other calls on cash balances such as the deficit on Special 
Educational Needs. 
  
Another year is almost gone; I would like to wish you all a happy and healthy Covid free new year 
and thank you for all your support.  I am here to help in any way I can. 
  
Regards, 
Ray 
  
Ray Radford 
Devon County Councillor 
Willand & Uffculme Division 
Email: ray.radford@devon.gov.uk 
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