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MINUTES OF THE  MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 
THURSDAY 10 DECEMBER 2020  

 
 

Present: Councillors Grantham, Little, Mastrolacasa, Major, Phare, Scott, Sellick, Warren, 
Whatley, Wilcox. 
In attendance:  DCC Councillor Radford, MDDC Councillors Chesterton and Evans, Clerk K Taylor, 
one member of the public. 
 
1.  Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor Tobin 
 
2.  It was agreed that declarations of interest would be made by Members at the appropriate  
agenda item. 
 
3.  The Chair referred to the new planning application that had been received regarding change of 
use for buildings at Verbeer Manor and it was agreed that this would be put on the agenda for the 
F&A committee meeting. 
 
4.  The member of the public informed the Council with reference to item 7c that he had observed 
work being done on the trees in the Chestnut play area 
 
5.  Councillor Phare proposed that the minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 12 November 
2020 be approved.  Councillor Scott seconded the proposal, and it was unanimously agreed. 
 
6.  Reports 
a) There were 6 recorded crimes on the map as reported to the police in October 2020 
b) District Councillor Chesterton reported that Mid Devon were embarking on new local plan early 
in new year as it was keen to bring in new development policies.  They were involved in 
discussions with neighbouring authorities regarding shared infrastructure plan, they were 
recommending that Mid Devon no longer move forward with CIL  
Councillor Evans thanked the Parish Council for providing space on the website for the information 
from the police advocacy team.  He informed that Mid Devon have received a proportion of the 
disabilities grant fund for social housing to improve the situation for residents with disabilities. It 
had also applied to the Social Housing decarbonization fund bidding for £50million.  He had been 
in meetings with councillors from across the south-west during which the importance of having 
Neighbourhood Plans was emphasised as along with a Local Plan they could give protection to 
areas with regard to development issues.  Mid Devon is in the process of setting the budget for 
next year and he asked the Parish Council to publicise amongst residents a request to email him 
with ideas regarding the budget, ideas for saving money and where to direct spending also to 
consider income generation.  It was agreed that this could go on the website and Councillor Evans 
undertook to provide the Clerk with information.  
Councillor Warren reported briefly on his work regarding the public space protection orders, he had 
also chaired a working group of Councillors from both the Homes & Environment PDGs, he was 
looking at Planning Enforcement through the Scrutiny Committee.  He had been sitting on a 
planning enquiry following an appeal for a development in Sampford Peverell, he was also being 
consulted on issues in Uffculme.   
c) County Councillor Radford had submitted a report and gave a brief overview of the work at DCC 
in particular relating to the budget. Councillor Radford took the opportunity to thank Councillor 
Warren for all the work he had done with regard to the Sampford Peverell appeal hearing 
 
19.26 Councillor Evans left the meeting  
 
7.  Progress Reports for information 
a) Following discussion Councillor Phare proposed that the specification for the VAS system to 
include the data collection unit with a USB connection as outlined in the agenda paper.  Councillor 
Scott seconded the proposal, and it was carried by 6 votes with 4 abstentions.        ACTION: Clerk  
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Councillor Chesterton left the meeting  
b)  Councillor Grantham declared an interest in the item as he knew the contractor personally. The 
Working Group had provided a report for the Parish Council and it was noted that items 1 and 2 
were for consideration at the meeting.  Councillor Phare proposed that the recommendation in item 
1 that the current contractor be retained for one year and that the specification be amended to 
include mole management and a reduced grass cutting regime in the extended area.  Councillor 
Little seconded the proposal, and it was agreed with Councillor Grantham abstained from the vote.   
Councillor Phare proposed that the Handyman be asked to complete the following work in the 
cemetery, relocating of the heap of soil to far corner lower area of the new extension, removing the 
existing bench. Tidy up the area between the new and existing where the old fence was removed.  
Island of cremation weed maintenance work, level the graves which had not been done. 
Install a new bench Councillor Little seconded the proposal, which  was agreed with Councillor 
Grantham abstained from the vote.            ACTION: Clerk 
It was noted that section 3 would be brought back to the Parish Council in January and the working 
group would welcome any comments from others prior to this. 
c)   It had been noted that work has already started on the trees in the Chestnut play area, there 
was no further update.   
d)  The maps for the Churchyard and Cemetery were confirmed as accurate.  
  
8.  Finance 
a) Councillor Wilcox proposed that the payments be authorised.  Councillor Little seconded the 
proposal, and it was agreed            ACTION: Clerk 
The payments are recorded at the end of these minutes. 
b) Income in November was noted 
c) Income & Expenditure report for November 2020 was noted 
d) Councillor Warren proposed from the Chair to approve the purchase of a new bin for Orchard 
Way Open Space and the purchase was approved.     ACTION: Clerk 
 
9.  Neighbourhood Plan  
Councillor Little had circulated a report and apologised that he had not sent to the Elected 
members, he would rectify this.  There were no further questions.             ACTION: Councillor Little 
 
10.  The next Parish Council meeting dates were confirmed as  
Thursday 17 December 2020 – Finance and Administration Committee meeting 
Thursday 14 January 2021     – Full Council meeting 
Thursday 11 February 2021   – Full Council meeting 
 
11.  Councillors Roundtable  
Councillor Grantham asked if Councillor Warren had any information regarding the activity around 
5 Bridges site, Councillor Warren confirmed that he had not received any information. 
Councillor Major reported that he had been approached by a resident regarding the VAS system 
and it was agreed that he should talk to the Clerk regarding this. 
Councillor Whatley raised an issue of litter around Willand generally but especially in the Mid 
Devon Business Park area.  It was noted that this area might be privately owned, and the Clerk 
was asked to investigate.          ACTION: Clerk 

12.  Communications  
 
a) To consider  
i)  Request regarding the Uffculme to Willand pathway initiative.  Councillors Mastrolacasa and 
Scott expressed an interest in attending the group set up to develop this.                 ACTION: Clerk 
ii)  To consider the request for support for 2021 from the Citizens Advice TNMWD   
Councillor Little proposed that the remaining £50 of the donation fund be allocated to the Citizens 
Advice TNMWD, which was seconded by Councillor Grantham.  Councillor Phare proposed an 
amendment, that the Parish Council authorise a donation of £100, which was seconded by 
Councillor Wilcox.  A vote on the amendment was carried.  
b) Communications received since 6 November 2020 and forwarded to Councillors by email: 
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i) Planning applications 
20/01934/TPO 
Proposal: Application to reduce the height of 1 Oak tree by approximately 8m, reduce lateral 
spread by 2m and reduce limb to North by 2-3m, protected by Tree Preservation Order 
97/00012/TPO 
Location: 5 Gables Court Willand Cullompton Devon EX15 2DW  
It was agreed to make the following response 
This tree is a significant and prominent feature of the street scene and skyline in the area. A 
detailed arboricultural report is supplied with suggested works which are considered to be needed. 
Over the past year or so the Parish Council expressed concerns as to the tree safety to Devon 
County Highways as the result of representations made to it by residents in the area and road 
users. During this time there was an incident when a large portion of a branch broke above the 
road. It is recommended that MDDC Tree Consultant inspect the tree in conjunction with the report 
provided with the application. The Parish Council would be supportive of any works decided upon. 
 
20/01963/CAT 
Proposal: Notification of intention to reduce 1 Yew tree within the Conservation Area 
Location: Beaufoy House Willand Old Village Willand 
The following response was agreed 
This tree is very prominent in the street scene of the conservation area and is an excellent and 
well-maintained feature.  The application is made for works on a regular basis to keep the excellent 
shape and appearance of the tree. The Parish Council has no objection to the proposed works. 
 
20/01779/HOUSE 
Proposal: Erection of garage and study 
Location: 1 Pitfield Close Willand Old Village Willand 
Following discussion Councillor Grantham proposed that the Parish Council offer no objection 
providing that the officers take into consideration the possibility of the ground flooding as a result of 
excess water from the roof of the new extension.  Councillor Sellick seconded the proposal, and it 
was agreed.                       ACTION: Clerk 
 
ii) Newsletters & other messages 
4 Rural Services bulletins 
4 MDDC press releases about fly tipping, new waste collections, free parking in December and  
COVID compliance 
Devon Climate Emergency December newsletter 
Mid Devon Parish newsletter for December 
Various Covid updates from DCT  
Invitation to attend a Resilience Forum by DCT  
Information regarding National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) Covid-19 preventative 
behaviour and symptoms study 
BBC Countryfile request for videos relating to community resilience during pandemic 
Invitation from DCC leader John Hart for Clerk & Chair to attend ZOOM meeting on 7 Dec 
Involve  bulletin 5 
 
c) Communications not referred to Councillors 
85 plus emails offering various seminars, equipment and services. 
The communications were noted  
 
There being no other business Councillor Warren closed the meeting at 20.40 
 
 
 
 
 
Barry Warren 
Chair of Willand Parish Council 
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PAYMENTS TO INVOICE FOR AMOUNT BUDGET 

F Tucker  admin support  95.00 Office/Admin 

Barclaycard mobile phone 6.00 0ffice/Admin 

 office stamps 16.92 0ffice/Admin 

 Printer ink 83.00 0ffice/Admin 

 Microsoft 365 annual charge  79.90 0ffice/Admin 

Parker Digital Marketing Website support  50.00 Office/Admin 

CPRE membership renewal 36.00 Office/Admin 

Brightsea Press Magazine printing 1020.00 Magazine 
Willand Allotment Holders 
Association Allotment holders subs  260.00 Allotments  

 Total payments  1646.82  
RECEIPTS IN NOVEMBER 2020    

AJ Mitchell Magazine advert 90.00 Magazine 

M Dalton Allotment rent 30.20 Allotments 

WH Squires  Interment fees  770.00 Cemetery 

Devon County Council Grass cutting contract payment 4425.00 
Ground 
management 

PenCarrie Donation for Christmas lights  300.00 Village projects  

Co-Operative Group  Donation for Christmas lights  250.00 Village projects  

Willand Community Comp Donation for Christmas lights  300.00 Village projects  

TOTAL INCOME   6165.20  
 
 
 
 


