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                                    WILLAND PARISH COUNCIL 

Traffic issues in Willand 

The Parish Council has had discussion with Devon County Council Highways over the 
traffic in Willand, in particular, but not restricted to, the increase in vehicles using Silver 
Street and the perceived speed of these vehicles both in the 30mph and 40mph restricted 
zones.  There have been attempts to have the 30mph limit extended to the Esso Station 
particularly because of the new housing developments of Ash Close and Rowan Lea but 
these have not been supported by Highways.  Some of the comments have been less than 
helpful indicating that the village is lucky to have any speed restriction through it due to the 
nature of the road. 

In an attempt to reassure residents the Parish Council persisted in asking for a speed 
camera to be put in the location of Silver Street and Old Village which was done at the end 
of 2019, with the results that were published in spring of 2020 indicating that as far as DCC 
was concerned there was not a problem and no action needed to be taken.   

Since this time the Parish Council has continued to try to establish how they can bring in 
some measures to make drivers aware of the need to watch their speed on a road that does 
run through a residential area. 

Additional signage had been suggested but DCC Highways are not keen to have more 
signs that could distract drivers.  It had been suggested that the Willand signs could be 
adapted in some way to remind people to slow down.  One suggestion is to add to the signs 
as shown in the attached drawing.  The cost for this would be in the region of £200 per sign, 
but it would depend on the materials used.    It has also been suggested that some sort of 
reflective material is used to highlight the request to slow down. Investigation is on going as 
to the costs of this and whether DCC might be persuaded to allow a separate sign next to 
the current one reminding that it is a residential area.  
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DCC Highways have been approached regarding the introduction of mobile VAS signs for 
Willand and it would seem that the only way that the village might benefit from this is to 
purchase the system itself.  There are conditions to this that would have to be agreed to in 
order for DCC Highways to permit this which include using the contractors they specify.   
The advantage of this is that the contractors are vetted by DCC and work to their standards. 
The Neighbourhood Highways Officer walked the area with me and I attach a map of 
suggested sites that could be used for the poles.  His recommendation was the use of solar 
panels to power the signs as this means there will not be a problem with recharging them.  I 
have been informed that the solar panels would need to face south and that the site must be 
clear from east to west to allow the panel to recharge, especially in the low winter sun. In 
order to do this we would need to be sure the positions chosen were not overshadowed by 
trees or buildings.  The VAS unit could be positioned facing either way on the pole so that it 
could be turned regularly and moved to different positions in the village depending on where 
the poles are situated. 
 
DCC has said that the cost of this would be as follows  
Each pole £300 
Each solar panel £300 
VAS unit £2495 
 
Suggested sites are on the map below  but would need to be checked to see if the  solar 
panels would  be able to be recharged.  
 
The Parish Council are asked to consider  
a) Should new signs be considered 
 
b) Whether installing posts and the VAS system should be taken forward, and if so how 
many, the best place for them and whether one unit would be sufficient in the first instance.   
 
 
 
Kate Taylor 
Clerk  Willand Parish Council 
30 September 2020
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