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WILLAND PARISH COUNCIL – The next twelve months 
 

This is a summary of the responses from Councillors saying what they would like to 
see achieved during the next twelve months. Several of the issues were in common, 
as would be expected.   
There are different ways the suggestions could be collated. For the sake of the 
discussion they have been arranged under three main headings, although there are 
other ways they could be grouped. They are in no particular order. There are two 
endnotes. 
 
Community 
Within this year to 

• Assist/persuade/support WHCC to open facilities and get activities going for 
community use as soon as possible 

• Build up a fund to ensure the work will be done on the BMX track, or even go 
ahead with it. 

• Provide adult Outdoor Fitness Equipment in an accessible community area. 

• Have achieved agreement to extend the Parish Boundary. 
 
Development 
Within this year to 

• Provide space for owners to exercise dogs (even more required if MDDC 
enforce their proposals) 

o Possible venues are part of the Jubilee Field; Orchard Way Play Area; 
Victoria Park. 

o Other possibilities are to purchase or lease another piece of land; or to 
make temporary provision in the cemetery extension. 

• Have much improved maintenance of Bridleways & footpaths 

• Significantly raise the standard across all the tidiness and public space 
maintenance issues. 

• Have a successful outcome to our work to provide an effective traffic calming 
strategy 

o Install a moveable device either to remind drivers to slow down or to 
monitor and record data from problem areas. 

• Review and continue to improve our social media presence 
o Explore media in addition to Facebook e.g. Twitter 
o Use tools like voting to get feedback from residents. 

 
Maintenance and repairs 
Within this year to 

• Complete work on the cemetery extension 
o Install fence and plant perimeter hedging 
o Plant trees 
o Plan the objectives for the whole area. 

• Replace all ‘dog poo bins’ with ‘any bin will do’ bins 

• Provide one or more play areas with disabled/special needs swing. 

• Repairs to play equipment 
o Basketball setup and goal post in Jubilee Field 
o Ongoing maintenance and repairs of play areas 



 
  

 
There was also a question whether our way of working agreed in April/May making 
decision-making too centralised. (See endnote for what we agreed.i) 
 
It was also suggested that we might be even more clear with villagers about exactly 
what our funds are designated for. (See endnote for the current situationii) 

 
 

 
i 16 April 2020 – Minute agreed about how we work during Covid-19 

Councillor Phare proposed that the response to planning applications during the 
COVID-19 lockdown be delegated to the Clerk and the Chair of Planning unless they 
judge that is should be discussed, with the proviso that all applications be circulated 
to all Councillors as usual. Councillor Scott seconded the proposal and it was 
unanimously agreed.  
Councillor Wilcox proposed that Willand Parish Council agree to exercise the 
Council’s power under Local Government Act 1972 Section 101 to empower the 
Clerk in consultation with the Chair of Council to do anything expedient and 
necessary to ensure the continuous business of the Council and to deal with 
mandatory undertakings in order to prevent the authority from incurring liability for a 
period of 3 months or until revoked by resolution of Council. Councillor Sellick 
seconded the proposal and it was unanimously agreed.  
 
21 May 2020– Minutes agreed about how we work during Covid-19 
(i)The Corona Virus Act 2020 and its accompanying Regulations remove the 
requirement for Councils to hold the annual general meetings at which the chair and 
other appointments are made and current arrangements may remain in place until 
May 2021. Members views had been sought and no alternative action had been 
suggested. Councillor Warren proposed that the Parish Council did not hold an AGM 
and that Councillors Warren and Phare would remain as Chair and Vice Chair for the 
coming year.  Councillor Grantham will continue as representative on the Willand 
Village Hall Committee and Councillor Little will remain as the Willand United 
Charities Representative.  Councillor Grantham seconded this proposal and it was 
unanimously agreed.  
ii) Councillor Warren proposed that the Parish Council adopt the current Standing 
Orders, Financial Regulations and Code of Conduct until May 2021.  Councillor 
Wilcox seconded the proposal and it was unanimously agreed. 
iii) Following discussion and an amendment suggested by Councillor Grantham to 
item (1) to include the words ’including environment’ Councillor Warren proposed that 
the following arrangements for virtual meetings be adopted. 
(1) Full Council be held each month including in August as long as the emergency 
arrangements are required.  This meeting will deal with all issues required on that 
date including environment. 
(2) Finance and Admin Committee will continue to meet quarterly if there is work to 
be dealt with that cannot be dealt with at Full Council for reasons of complexity or 
time required.  
(3) Planning matters will be dealt with by delegation to the Clerk and Chair after 
notification to all members, as previously agreed.  If a member wishes an application 
to be discussed and decided upon by Council, then a special planning meeting will 
be called if time constraints do not allow it to be dealt with at Full Council. 
(4)  A Special meeting can be called by the Chair or appropriate number of 
Councillors as set out in Standing Orders to deal with any matter requiring urgent 
attention or requiring more time than a normal meeting agenda could accommodate.   
Councillor Phare seconded the proposal and it was unanimously agreed. 
 

 

 

 



 
  

 
 
ii  

• In the budget for 2020/21 the Parish Council made the following allocations 
as the basis for the precept 

 
expenditure for general running expenses  
Salaries    21,657.00 
Office/admin       5,728.00 
Magazine        6,000.00 
Cemetery        3,000.00 
Allotments       1,562.00 
General ground maintenance               8,885.00 
Play area ground maintenance    5,000.00 
Play areas equip maintenance   6,000.00 
 Donations           200.00 
 Village projects                     5,920.00 
 
expenditure outside of the normal monthly activities of the Council (which it called 
Capital expenditure.) 
Legal expenses   1000.00 
Community Event  1000.00 
CCTV replacements     500.00 
Cemetery contingency  1500.00 
Play areas new equipment  5000.00 
Play areas development  2500.00 
 

• Chair of F&A and the Clerk were asked in June to make a clearer breakdown 
of the Reserve Funds. The updated figures are: 

 
Operational Reserve (continuity protection compliance)   13,000.00 
  
Cemetery extension         28,644.00 
Jubilee Field             4,039.00 
BMX track            5.000.00 
Skateboard area           7,335.00 
Fenced play area equipment  (to arrive soon, and cost a bit more)  22,378.0 
Shelter              2,000.00 
Play area development          5,656.00 
Mallow Court (provision for play maintenance and replacement)  4,000.00 
Orchard Way (provision for play maintenance and replacement)  2,250.00 
South View  (provision for play maintenance and replacement)   2,250.00 
Worcester Crescent (provision for play maintenance and replacement) 4,000.   
Neighbourhood plan           3,106.00 
Community Event            5,222.00 
Other including Community Facilities          9,000.00 
2020 General reserve fund  (against contingencies)   4,000.00 
 

 

 

 

Councillor Little 
Kate Taylor (Clerk) 
04/09/2020 


