
REPORTS TO WILLAND ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 21.03.2019 
 
WILLAND SCHOOL MARCH 2019 

 
Thank you for inviting the school to contribute once again at the Parish Meeting. As predicted last 
year the school continues to grow. The number on roll has now reached its highest figure at 413 .  
Financially the position has only deteriorated since last year and the school is struggling. This due 
to lack of funding for the teacher’s pay rise and pensions. For the first time we have not been able 
to set a balanced budget over three years despite our careful financial management and a sizeable 
carry forward. We can only balance the budget in the first two years. Surprisingly, Devon County 
Council has said that this is acceptable and are pinning their hopes on a favourable outcome for 
education in the next government spending review.  
 
It is vital that that we keep up the pressure on our MPs about the unfair way that Devon schools 
are funded and make sure they are doing everything they can to influence the outcome of the 
Fairer Funding campaign. Why should our children be worth less? If we received the national 
average, our school would receive £120,000 a year more. We could do a lot with that money each 
year. 
 
There is still no news on the planned extension to the school as no funds are forthcoming from 
county and we are unable to finance it ourselves.  Nevertheless, the focus of our hardworking team 
still remains to maintain our high standards whilst providing a broad and balanced curriculum for 
our children. The school continues to enrich this curriculum through a wide variety of focussed 
weeks and additional events. This term we celebrated Mental Health Week, Internet Safety Day, 
Big Garden Birdwatch, World Book Day and we finish with a Musical Extravaganza for Years 3 and 
4 playing Mini Steel Pans and Arts Week creating new banners for our school hall. 
 
We continue to value the wonderful support and good liaison of both our community and the Parish 
Council. This year they have helped us secure a Tesco grant to help pay for our new garden at the 
front of the school and a fabulous concert for the children with a visiting trio from the Bournemouth 
Symphony Orchestra in January. 
 
Thank you very much indeed. 
Anne Hawkins 
Headteacher 
 
WILLAND ALLOTMENT ASSOCIATION 
The allotments are looking good. There are very few not being kept to the required standard and 
these tenants are encouraged to improve or if not improved they are asked to vacate. We are still 
dividing up larger plots that come available into smaller more manageable sizes,. We have had 
many loads of dung courtesy of a local farmer and a local horse owner also donated manure from 
his stable. We also opened to the public on the NGS open gardens weekend and received many 
favourable comments and helped the village to raise over £2000.  
The NGS supports nursing charities. 
The allotments are producing lots of produce from many different cultivating techniques and are 
great for being a "green" gym  
Sylvia Statham 
Hon Secretary Willand Allotment Association 
 
WILLAND HISTORY GROUP  
Although Willand History Group maintains a lower profile than in the past, the group continues to 
collect material for the group’s ‘Willand Archive’, provide articles for the Parish Magazine, deals 
with any queries into Willand’s past and encourages individual research.  Last year a small display 
was also held in St Mary’s Church as part of the parish’s contributions to the Open Gardens Day.  
The group is affiliated with Devon History Society, and were proud to assist them with the 
organisation of a blue plaque at Harpitt House in honour of Margaret Partridge ‘pioneer of electrical 



engineering for women and of rural electrification in Devon’.  This not only gave richly deserved 
recognition to a remarkable woman, but was a considerable honour for the parish of Willand!   
James Morrison 
Secretary Willand History Group 
 
WILLAND VILLAGE HALL 
 
In 2018, we have had a lot of work done at the Hall and it is looking very smart. We have replaced 
the internal doors, had new LED lights in the main hall, decorated the hall and toilets in the 
entrance hall, as well as having a lick of paint put on the annexe toilets. The latter was done by 
volunteers from Exeter College as part of their course work. We have also replaced the stage 
curtains, with the help of WiTS, who paid half the bill. 
 
We had a new caretaker in March 2018, but her commitments changed, so we now have Sam 
Fincher working as our caretaker. He is quite good at DIY, which is proving very useful, as there is 
always something that needs to be repaired! 
 
Our next project is to refurbish the annexe. This is more complicated than we first thought, as we 
need to have a new boiler put in for heating, therefore all new plumbing is needed. The kitchen 
needs to be ripped out and replaced and the whole annexe decorated. We are finding it difficult to 
get quotes for the work, as it involves so many different trades. We need three quotes in order to 
apply for grants. Thanks to Michael Hollings who is trying very hard to organise this. 
 
In March, we hosted a celebration for Miss Margaret Partridge, who organised and installed all the 
electrics when the hall was first built. She was a remarkable lady and has had a blue plaque 
erected at Harpitt House to honour her achievements. 
 
Our AGM will be in May, and we would welcome new trustees. If you might be interested, please 
contact me and I will give you details. 
Carol Allan 
Treasurer Willand Village Hall 
 
WILLAND COMMUNITY COMPOSTING SCHEME – (WCCS). 
 
ANNUAL REPORT - YR. APR 18– MAR 19 
This is our 16th year in which we have served the community of Willand with a composting scheme.  
During this year we have created from plant pruning’s, leaves and grass cuttings deposited on our 
site - COMPOST.  To put into numbers your deposit and our efforts of shredding, mowing and 
mixing have produced: - 
 
1. Over 80 tonnes of Compost. 
2. This (compost), after the final process of sieving and bagging has produced over 1100 bags 

of sieved compost for sale. Additionally, sieved waste which has been used for both soil 
covering and weed prevention has also been offered for sale  

3. Income:  Recycle Credits which are managed by the Mid Devon District Council and Devon 
County Council. These credits reflect the volume of garden waste saved from going to 
landfill!!!  
From the income of both sales and Recycle Credits received - We have been able to fund 
donations to local causes and, maintenance and improvements of the site.  

4. This year we have made 4 donations to: - 
Maddie’s Fund which is to support a little girl who has multiple complex medical conditions 
all stemming from a lack of oxygen at birth. From what we understood, overrode our policy 
of not donating to individuals. If you wish further information then click copy the following 
web site: -  www.miraculousmadeline.co.uk   and then paste into your search engine. 

(2) St Mary’s Church – roof appeal; (3) Willand PC - Christmas Lights; (4) Culm Voluntary Car 
Scheme. 
 

http://www.miraculousmadeline.co.uk/


OPENING/CLOSING TIMES. 
These remain the same: - Wednesdays and Sundays 10.00 am - 12 Noon.   

In response to requests for purchasing compost when we are closed, then you may: -  
 
TEXT - " COMPOST" to 0787 138726307.    
 
OUR THANKS: - 
To the following councils: - Willand Parish, Mid Devon District and Devon County for their support. 
And secondly, to those Willand Allotment Plot Holders who have given their active support. Thank 
you.  
 
To the residents we offer an open invite to come on down to the site - have a chat about anything 
and who knows you may pick up a fork and pitch some compost! Or, you could to assist in 
activities not needing a pitch fork such as clerical and book keeping for which full training and 
support would be provided. 
 
 All will be WELCOMED!  
 
The more composters we have the greater chance of serving another 16 years!!!! AND, extending 
our current opening times. 
 
thank you 
 
Tony Mander.  Email: tmander931@gmail.com     Mobile.  07980472242 
(Secretary). 
 
WILLAND ROVERS  
 
On behalf of everyone at Willand Rovers FC can I apologise for our absence tonight. 
 
Since the last Annual Parish Meeting, much has happened off the pitch at Silver Street, turnstiles 
have been introduced and a new terrace stand has been added to improve the facilities for 
spectators on match days. If we are successful with promotion then outside toilets need to added, 
alongside other items. 
We have had to replace our floodlights this year, the old ones some 20+ years of age were coming 
to end of their life. Their replacements are far more environmentally friendly and produce a more 
concentrated lux. 
 
On the pitch the team narrowly missed out on promotion last season, but sit top of the league as I 
write. You will be aware we have a tremendous FA Vase cup run getting to the last 8 of the 
national competition which certainly put Willand on the map. Especially as we were hit by a 4 
inches of snow 2 days before a game, but with the community rallying around we managed to clear 
the snow and keep the game on. On two occasions we had bumper crowds; in fact we had the 
largest gates of the competition for those two games.  
I know this caused some concern with regard parking. The club secured the village hall parking for 
one match and the school parking for another. We posted on social media asking drivers to park 
responsible or use public transport where possible. We contacted the local Police Officer to see if 
there could be any support from that direction her suggestions were taken on board and acted 
upon.          
 
As I have mentioned we sit top of the Western league with hope that we can secure Southern 
League for the first time in the Clubs history. Our young management duo certainly wants us to 
entertain we are nationally the top step 5 league scorers and have scored some 120 goals so far 
this season. As a club we are run by a group of dedicated committee members some of whom 
have been associated with Willand Rovers and Village all their lives. But like every organisation we 
need more people and younger people to take on the mantle and keep the club thriving. 
 

mailto:tmander931@gmail.com


WILLAND GARDEN CLUB 
 
2018 was a good year for the club. We had an outing in June to the Bishop’s Palace, Wells, which 
was on a lovely, sunny day. The gardens were really beautiful and well worth the visit. We hired 
the Blackdown Community Bus for this outing. It is available for all community groups in the area at 
a very reasonable cost. 
 
We had a number of interesting speakers, but are finding it difficult to find new ones at a 
reasonable cost, as are many other clubs. The Flower Show in 2018 was at Sampford Peverell, 
and was well supported. In 2019, it will be at Willand and we are hoping to have to same number of 
exhibitors and visitors. 
  
Our coffee mornings and Plant Sale, in particular, were well attended and helped us to keep our 
subscriptions low and also subsidise our annual meal at the Wyndham Arms. 
 
We have had a number of new members joining us from Sampford Peverell, so our numbers are 
growing. However, we still have room for more. At £5 per person subscription, the club is very 
good value and you can have a cup of tea / coffee and a biscuit free of charge. 
 
We meet on the second Wednesday of each month from March to December, except August and 
June, when we have our annual outing. If you would like to come along and see how what we do, 
visitors are welcome at £1 per visit. 
 
Carol Allan 
Secretary 
 
WILLAND TENNIS CLUB 2018/19 REPORT 
 
We can report a very good year. We have 50 senior members and 40 junior members. This year 
we have had 10 new members who have enjoyed coaching with our Coach Nigel Little. Nigel also 
coaches our juniors on Tuesday nights and also will coach individually if anyone would like it. 
We have 2 men’s Teams in Div. 2 and Div. 3 and 2 ladies teams in Div. 5 and Div. 6  in the Exeter 
& District and one mixed team in the East Devon League. Our lady members have grown so that 
last year for the first time for many years we were able to put in a ladies team and we won Div. 6. 
This year 2 ladies teams! 
Club nights are relatively well attended on Monday and Thursday nights from 6pm.  
The courts are in very good condition still and are well maintained by the committee.  Brian Willan 
who is a member cuts all the grass around the courts and village hall for free. We have put some 
attention also to the hedge that joins the village hall and the playing field and it is now well 
maintained.   
This year we would like to upgrade our Floodlights to LED. We are hoping to start with the double 
court nearest to the road. We have applied to Mid Devon District Council for a Lawful Development 
Certificate and made an application to Viridor Management for a grant.  The cost of this will be 
around £15,000 to replace the heads. We will be using the same columns and wiring.  
The courts are available to the public for their use, but the numbers seem to be dropping every 
year. The children are not playing as much as in years gone by. This could be due to x boxes and 
parents not allowing their children out on their own.  
We are looking forward to a good summer season with lots of tennis being played. 
 
Rita Parish  
Willand Tennis Club Committee Member 

 



Devon & Cornwall Police

Building safer communities together

Crimes Recorded - 01/03/2018 to 07/03/2019 - KU2I

13 6 116.7%
32 33 -3.0%
3 2 50.0%
3 3 0.0%
1 0 -
1 9 -88.9%
8 7 14.3%
7 14 -50.0%
3 1 200.0%

25 12 108.3%
15 15 0.0%
6 5 20.0%
1 0 -
1 1 0.0%
1 4 -75.0%
6 4 50.0%

Violence with Injury
Violence without Injury
Rape
Other Sexual Offences
Robbery
Burglary Dwelling
Burglary Non-Dwelling
Vehicle Offences
Shoplifting
Other Theft
Criminal Damage
Public Order Offences
Possession of Weapons
Trafficking of Drugs
Possession of Drugs
Other Offences

Offence

Total

Recorded
Crime

01/03/2018 to
07/03/2019

126

Recorded
Crime

01/03/2017 to
07/03/2018

116

Recorded
Crime %

Difference

8.6%

11 10 10.0%Non Notifiable Offences



Devon & Cornwall Police

Building safer communities together

0 1 -100.0%
34 25 36.0%
8 1 700.0%
44 34 29.4%
145 110 31.8%
88 58 51.7%

Anti Social Behaviour
Crime Not Recorded
Crime Recorded
Public Safety
Transport

Incident Closing Category

Total

Incidents -
01/03/2018 to

07/03/2019

319

Incidents -
01/03/2017 to

07/03/2018

229

Incidents %
Difference

39.3%

Incidents Recorded - 01/03/2018 to 07/03/2019 - KU2I



WILLAND PARISH COUNCIL



Maximum of 11 Elected Councillors

Elected for period of 4 years

Currently 9 Members
Election for new Councillors on 2 May 2019

Full Council usually meets second Thursday of month & 
open to public



There has been small rise this year to cover the extras we 
are trying to cover things that DCC or MDDC are not doing.

Rise is less than a small coffee per household per month

Detail is in the Willand Magazine & on Website.



Cutting of Grass Verges & Weed Spraying

More Trim Trail Equipment in Jubilee Field

B M X Track

New Christmas Lights [supporters]

The Gables



Pedestrian Crossing South View Road

New Fence Orchard Road Play Area [MDDC]

2 Sisters Liaison Meetings

28 Affordable Houses Silver Street



Cake 
Concert

[sponsors]



125 Houses off Meadow Park –latest

Cullompton Garden Village & Eastern extension

!! LOCAL PLAN REVIEW !!

?? Junction 27 and all that ??

Mid Devon Business Park – Phase 



Dog Mess

Pavements, Parking & Speeding

Digging, Damage & Dumping



Orchard Way Open Space.
[Lease and enhancement]

Jubilee Field
[Seating & Treatment]

South View Road
[Potential for bus shelter & pavement]

Cemetery Extension



Clerk
Fellow Councillors
Magazine Editor

Distribution Volunteers 
Litter Picker
Handyman
Contractors
Volunteers
Initiatives




