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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE HELD IN WILLAND 
VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 27 SEPTEMBER 2018  

 
Present:  Councillor Grantham, Councillor Mander, Councillor Manktelow, Councillor Scott, 
Councillor Warren, Councillor Wilcox, Councillor Phare (part)  
In attendance 2 members of the public, Clerk Kate Taylor 
 
1. Apologies Councillor Glover, Councillor Manktelow, Councillor Tobin, 
 
2.   To receive any declarations of interest from Members for any of the agenda items. 
None were advised 
 
3.  The Chair opened the meeting at 19.44 and declared that it would be recorded. 
 
4.  The issue of car parking around the Lloyd Maunders road was raised and it was asked who 
owned the car park in the road as the gate are always locked.  It was suggested that this could 
alleviate some of the parking problems if it was used.  After discussion it was agreed that the Clerk 
would contact DCC and ask if they know who owns it.  Councillor Warren would raise it at his next 
meeting with Councillor Radford.                ACTION: Clerk/Councillor Warren  
                                                                             
Tony Donald reported to the Parish Council on communication he had received from Highways 
England regarding the lights in the subway, he was able to report that the lights are to be repaired.  
He had also identified some grass that was not being cut in Lloyd Maunder Road and this was 
identified as belonging to Highways England.  He had reported a fallen tree in Meadow Park woods 
to Woodland Trust.  The Chair thanked him for continuing to follow up issues in the Parish. 
 
A resident raised the question regarding the trees on the allotment that grow over into his property 
in Blenheim Drive.   With agreement from the rest of the Committee the Chair brought forward item 
7b in order to discuss this while the resident was present.  Following a full discussion and input on 
the situation from the resident it was agreed that the Clerk would circulate the allotment report to 
him and he would consider the information and move forward accordingly.      ACTION: Clerk 
The resident left the meeting. 
 
5. The minutes of the Environment Committee meeting held on Thursday 23 August 2018 had 
been circulated.  It was proposed by Councillor Mander seconded by Councillor Phare, and 
unanimously agreed that they be signed as a true and correct record.  
 
6.  Progress reports for information 
a)  It was noted that according to DCC records the hedge along Old Village by Pitfield Close did 
not belong to anyone but that DCC would be cutting it back and it was suggested that the Parish 
then take this on perhaps finding a volunteer to manage it.   
b)  Footpath and fencing issues on either side of K&S Autos Tony Donald had contacted the Public 
Rights of Way Warden from DCC who had visited the paths and noted the two fencing issues.  He 
had instructed contractors to cut the encroaching vegetation and been in touch with a 
representative of the landowner and been informed that they are planning to address the problems. 
c)  Street lights in Old Village these have been replaced by LED 
d)  Councillor Warren reported that the list of work for Community payback team had been 
forwarded to the Barnstaple team to complete the work.  He would keep the Parish Council 
updated. 
e)  Weed spraying was completed on 25 September 
f)   The Clerk had sent out the tender documents for the DCC verge grass cutting for 2019 and 
2020, which were due back at the end of October.  MDDC had confirmed that they would not be 
tendering this year.   
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g)  Councillor Warren gave a brief update on the application for the extra seating for the Jubilee 
Field which had gone into MDDC for the Communities Together funding.  He had met with some 
parents and James Marshall on the field to discuss where to have the seats.  He had taken the 
opportunity to look at the issue raised by a member of the public regarding the use of the BMX 
track by older children when younger children were playing in the vicinity.  The Parish Council 
acknowledged that any formal development of the BMX and Skatepark would require careful 
consideration of appropriate fencing. 
h) Cemetery extension fencing it was agreed to defer this to the next meeting of the Environment 
Committee in order for the Chair to look at the previously obtained quotations.     
                               ACTION: Councillor Grantham & Clerk 
 
7.  Improving the state of the village campaign  
a) Emails received from residents circulated 19/20 September containing following points and the 
Parish Council agreed the following responses. 
 

i. The Parish Council confirmed that it worked closely with MDDC and DCC to deal with the 
overgrown areas of the hedges, footpaths and weeds.  The weeds have been sprayed and 
the two footpaths have been sprayed too.  The Parish Council will continue to write to 
residents to ask them to cut back any overgrowth on to pavements and hedges.   

ii. With regard to litter it was agreed that the Clerk would investigate the cost of duel bins for 
the Jubilee Field so that it would be possible to recycle cans and bottles.     ACTION: Clerk                 
 
20:30 Councillor Phare left the meeting 

 
iii. A resident had raised the issue of power cuts causing home alarms to ring.  The Parish 

Council confirmed that this is a MDDC Environmental Health department issue and 
residents would need to ring them to complain.  

iv. Speeding traffic through both Old Village, Silver Street and Station Rd.  Residents would 
need to contact both the police and DCC Councillor Ray Radford to report this.   

v. Blocked drains in particular Subway Approach would need to be reported to Highways 
England  

vi. It was agreed that the contractor for grass cutting would be asked to strim the verges and 
hedges in Old Jaycroft.                    ACTION: Clerk
                                 

b)   The allotments 
i. Allotment trees had been discussed under public questions. 
ii. It was agreed that the Clerk would ask the Handyman to strim the bank and hedge along 

the B3181.  Councillor Mander agreed to look at the hedge along Jaycroft to see if it 
needed to be layered.  He would report to the Clerk and the Chair of Council and the Chair 
of Environment Committee were authorised to decide on the action to take.   
            ACTION: Councillors Mander, Warren & Grantham/Clerk 

c)  The cemetery 
i. Following discussion on the idea of a new drain running along the path to prevent flooding 

of new grave area it was agreed to take no further action until there was more information. 
ii. It was agreed to continue with the grave spaces being completed in rows to match the 

completed side of the cemetery.  It was agreed that the Clerk would speak to the 
Monumental Masons in order to ensure that they keep the monuments in line.   

iii. It was agreed to form a working party to tidy up the cemetery and the Clerk would continue 
to emphasise the rules and regulations to new purchasers.  The Clerk would send a copy of 
the Rules & Regulations to Councillor Scott.                         ACTION: Councillor Scott/Clerk 
 

8. Councillors Roundtable 
 
This was the last meeting for Councillor Mander and he gave a brief speech about his time on the 
Council and how much of a privilege it had been to work with all the different Councillors over the 
years.  He offered to be a volunteer on the issue of the boundaries which he hoped would be 
sorted out in the next few years.  He also said that it would be good to see the Gables site 
progressing.   
 
Councillor Sellick raised the question of the hedge along Gables Road.  It was clarified that the 
hedge is the responsibility of the householders.  There is an area of this hedge that belongs to the 
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Gables property and it was agreed that the Parish Council would to have this cut back before the 
lease was completed. 
 
Councillor Warren – gave a brief update on the progress of the lease for the Gables.   He also 
confirmed that a planning application had been submitted by the pre-school but there had been a 
technical hold up.  
 
Councillor Warren also reported that he was not progressing the neighbourhood plan at the 
moment. 
 
The meeting closed at 21.16 
 
 
 
 
 
Councillor Keith Grantham 
Chair of Environment Committee 
 


