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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE HELD ON 
THURSDAY 26 NOVEMBER 2015 FOLLOWING THE PLANNING MEETING IN WILLAND 
VILLAGE HALL 

 

PLEASE NOTE: All Council Meetings are electronically recorded in the interests of accuracy. 

 

Present:  Councillor Grantham, Councillor Mander, Councillor Phare, Councillor Warren, 
Councillor Wilcox, 7 Members of the Public, Clerk Kate Taylor. 
 

1. Apologies  Councillor Ursell, 
 
2.  Chairman’s announcements: Meeting recorded 
 
3.  Public questions  
Joe & Angela Sellman-Leada, Steve & Joanna Bellamy, were attending to know more about 
the dog control on the Jubilee Field. 
Caroline Dummett from Willand Rovers Football Club attending for TAPS Funding for PA 
system. Dave Maynard, Director Willand Pre School attending for TAPS funding for village 
defibrillator 
 
4.   Minutes of the meeting held: 22 October 2015 it was by proposed by Cllr Warren, 
seconded Cllr Wilcox and unanimously agreed that they be signed as a true record. 
 
5.  Matters arising  

6 Sponsorship of services  
Following discussion it was proposed by Cllr Warren and seconded by Cllr Mander that the 
original idea of sponsorship of the litter picker would not be followed up but that other 
sponsorship opportunities would be explored.           Unanimously agreed.  

 
19:22 Cllr Phare joined the meeting. 
 
6.  Improving the state of the village campaign  
a) Grass cutting - update from MDDC meeting of 24 November 
Cllr Warren gave a brief outline of the issues surrounding grass cutting and reported from 
the meeting where there was a recommendation by Officers that MDDC pull out of cutting 
the verges in Willand and it will therefore go back to DCC.  This is to go to the Cabinet 
meeting in December.   
 
b) Play areas - update from MDDC meeting of 24 November 
Cllr Warren outlined the ongoing issues regarding the use and ownership of the Jubilee 
Field area.  The proposal that Willand had put forward was not accepted and the Officers 
had recommended that a decision should be deferred to enable more negotiations with 
Willand. The outcome had been that Cllr Neil Davey, Cabinet member for the Environment 
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on MDDC had suggested he meet with Willand Parish Councillors and the Officers to try to 
move this forward.  The District Councillors had all been very supportive of the Willand 
Parish Council suggestion and would also attend the meeting.  Cllr Warren proposed that 
this meeting be set up and that Cllr Ursell, Cllr Grantham, Cllr Mander and Cllr Warren 
would attend.  Cllr Wilcox seconded the proposal and all were in favour.  

 ACTION: Cllr Warren  
 
Mr Maynard informed the Parish Council that he was aware of an agreement relating to the 
field dating from the late 1990’s.  This should be recorded in the minutes of that time. 
 
c) Fly tipping 
There had been an increase in fly tipping in Lloyd Maunder Rd and Dean Hill Road.   MDDC 
had been informed and were removing the rubbish but it was an ongoing problem.  It was 
agreed that this would be kept on the agenda.                 ACTION: Clerk 
 
d) Jubilee Field response to magazine article regarding dogs. 
The Chair introduced the issue of the dogs in the Jubilee Field, and asked if the members of 
the public wished to add any comments.  It was suggested that pink spray should be used 
to highlight where dog owners had failed to pick up the mess.  Those dog owners present 
offered to do this, and Cllrs agreed it would be a useful exercise.  Cllr Wilcox agreed to 
investigate the costs.              ACTION: Cllr Wilcox 
Cllr Warren proposed that no further action is taken regarding seeking a dog control order 
for the field, this was seconded by Cllr Mander and unanimously agreed. 
 
e) Confirm ownership of hedge at the back of the Village Hall 
The Chair had confirmed that the Parish Council owned the hedge at the back of the Village 
Hall. But the village hall committee had agreed to pay for half of the cost of cutting it back.  
The Clerk to invoice the village hall.                               ACTION: Clerk 
 
7.  Churchyard – update 
There had been no further information on the churchyard so Cllr Warren proposed that this 
matter could now be removed from the agenda.  Cllr Mander seconded the proposal and it 
was unanimously agreed.                  ACTION: Clerk 
 
8.  Identification of open space areas 
To remain on the agenda for any updates as had no further information. Cllr Warren advised 
that he had sent an email to Cllr Chesterton enquiring as to current position. 
 
9. TAPs fund application on behalf of 
a) Football Club for new PA system 
The Chair invited Caroline Dummett to speak in support of the application.  She outlined 
how the new system would benefit the users of the club and explained how the club 
currently supported the local community and how individuals were able to make use of the 
facilities.   
 
Following a detailed discussion Cllr Wilcox proposed that the Parish Council support this 
application, seconded by Cllr Mander there were 3 votes in favour and 2 abstentions, the 
proposal was carried.                          ACTION: Clerk  
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b) Defibrillator for village proposed by Pre School 
The Chair invited David Maynard to speak in support of the application and to clarify where 
the defibrillator would be sited, who would be responsible for maintenance and ongoing 
upkeep of the equipment.  Mr Maynard explained that there was a group of 3 people who 
were currently working to secure the equipment and they were short of £278.80 to purchase 
one at a discounted rate on Friday 27 November.  Following discussion Cllr Wilcox 
proposed that the Parish Council support the purchase with money from the Community 
Budget.  Seconded Cllr Mander and unanimously agreed.                  ACTION: Clerk 
  
Mr Maynard explained that the aim was to have a second defibrillator sited in Willand Old 
Village by the Post Office, and so the TAPs fund application was still going forward. 
After further discussion Cllr Wilcox proposed that the Parish Council support this TAPS fund 
application, seconded by Cllr Warren and unanimously agreed.         ACTION: Clerk
  
 
 
 
The meeting closed at 20:51 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Keith Grantham 
Chair of Environment Committee 
 
28 January 2016 
 


