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THE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING, LIGHTING AND TRANSPORTATION 

COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 11
TH

 OCTOBER 2012 

FOLLOWING THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING AT WILLAND VILLAGE 

HALL 

 

MINUTES 

 

Present: Cllrs Crick, Ursell, Warren, Firkins, Metherell, Wilcox, Dennis, volunteer Brian 

Holmes, Cllr Phare was present, although not a committee member, Cllr Thompson.  

District Councillor Chesterton was present. 

 

1. Apologies: None 

 

2.  Minutes of the meetings held:  

Thursday 27
th

 September 2012 Planning Committee, Cllr Ursell proposed signing 

the minutes as a true and correct record, Cllr Firkins seconded, unanimously 

agreed. 

 

3.  Applications a.  12/01314/FULL 

 Proposal: Erection of 2 dwellings 

 Location: Land at grid reference 304195 111413 (adjacent 

Moorfield House) Uffculme Road Willand 

 

 Willand Planning Committee unanimously objects to this 

application. 

 The plans indicate that the houses on this application butt right up 

to the very edge of the settlement area. The front porch canopies, 

gardens, external parking for four cars, sewage disposal and access 

to the properties would encroach onto land allocated to affordable 

housing. It was estimated that a minimum of 25% of the affordable 

housing space would be lost due to this. The proposed sewage 

treatment and discharge caused concern and was deemed wholly 

unsuited. The committee is of the opinion that the mains sewer 

connection should be used explored. It was noted that the use of 

gravel for the drives would make the movement of full wheelie 

bins very problematic.  The committee is also concerned that the 

extra housing would place further strain on the over-stretched 

school and medical facilities in the village, as well as the garden of 

yet another property being grabbed.  Should the application be 
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successful the speed limit should be considered for extension back 

towards Uffculme. Police have identified an excess speed issue at 

this location. Willand Planning Committee is concerned that some 

of the Foul Drainage Assessment Form appears not to have been 

completed thoroughly.    

  Concern was expressed that discussions between developer and 

planning officer have taken place but no notes of any comment or 

advice are contained in the papers. 

 If the MDDC planning officer is moved to recommend accepting 

this application then Willand Parish Council would ask the Ward 

members to call this application in. 

    

 b.  12/01326/FULL (revised) 

 Proposal: Erection of single storey portacabin to house changing 

room, showers and wcs 

 Location: Willand Rovers Football Club Silver Street Willand 

 

 Cllrs Wilcox and Dennis declared an interest. 

 

 Cllr Ursell proposed no objections, Cllr Firkins seconded, 4 Cllrs 

voted in favour, 3 Cllrs abstained. 

 

 c.  12/01382/CLU 

 Proposal: Certificate of lawfulness for the existing use of a 

residential dwelling as two separate dwellings 

 Location: 22 and 22a Chestnut Drive Willand 

 

 Willand Planning Committee was reminded of the planning history 

of this site and the refusal of applications and appeals.  Concern 

was expressed that yet another application had been submitted. 

Concern was also expressed at the lack of information/evidence 

supplied by the applicant to support assertions of continued use of 

the property as two houses being available to Parish Council.  

Enquiries suggest that no occupants of 22a have ever been 

included in the Electoral Register, have paid Council Tax on the 

property, nor does the Royal Mail recognise 22a as an official 

address. 

 Details of front and rear access were discussed and the fact that 

there was only one letter box for mail.  Parking arrangements were 

noted.  The property has two satellite dishes and two sets of utility 

meter boxes.  There is concern that the neighbour to this property 

purchased a semi detached house, if the applicant is successful the 

adjoining property would become an end of terrace property. This 

was felt to be unfair on the neighbour and has also been the subject 

of adverse comment by a planning inspector when refusing an 

earlier appeal. 



3 

 

 

 As far as the Parish Council can ascertain Mid Devon District 

Council has so far not made direct enquiries with the owners of 

neighbouring properties to find out who resides at the property. 

Willand Planning Committee believes that there is no lawful 

reason to grant permission for this certificate of lawfulness and 

unanimously opposes permission being granted. It was felt that if 

22a has indeed been used as a separate property then that use has 

been well hidden. It was agreed that a more comprehensive 

response to this application would be prepared by Cllr Warren for 

consideration. Indications from District Councillors that the 

application would be ‘called in’ were noted and supported.  

 

4.  Decisions  a. 12/00996/TPO   

Proposal: Application to carry out works to various trees protected 

by Tree Preservation Order 73/00012/TPO 

   Location: 9 Tamarind Willand  

   Permission granted 

 

5.  Mid Devon Local Plan Part 3 – to be submitted by 29
th

 October. 

 

6.  Construction companies fly posting – the committee is concerned about the amount 

 of fly posting and will encourage companies to abide by the rules.  The Parish 

 Council will continue to observe fly posting in the village. 

  

7.  Abuse of the newly agreed weight restrictions – item covered in the full council 

meeting at 7pm.  

   

Meeting closed: 21:25 

Cllr Nigel Crick 

Chair Willand Planning Committee 


