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WILLAND PARISH COUNCIL
Clerk to Parish Council Mrs T Leaman, 11 Lower Town, Sampford
Peverell, Tiverton, Devon, EX16 7BJ 01884 822914
Email: willandclerk@willandmatters.org.uk
THE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING, LIGHTING AND TRANSPORTATION
COMMITTEE HELD ON THURSDAY 14TH JUNE 2012 FOLLOWING THE
FULL COUNCIL MEETING AT WILLAND VILLAGE HALL
MINUTES
Present: Cllr Ursell, Phare, Crick, Mander, Dennis, Firkins, Warren, Metherell, Wilcox,
District Cllr Brandon, Tracy Leaman (Parish Clerk)
1. Apologies: Volunteer Brian Holmes
2. Minutes of the meetings held
Thursday 24th May - Planning Committee – Cllr Dennis stated that the minutes
should be altered to show that Cllr Crick offered to write to the Enforcement
Officer and Jonathan Guscott regarding the tree stumps in Maple Close. That
amendment was agreed. Cllr Dennis then proposed the minutes as a true and
correct record. Cllr Firkins seconded, unanimously agreed.
3. Applications

a. 12/00628/MFUL (Halberton)
Proposal: Construction of a solar park to include the installation of
solar panels to generate up to 1.6MW of electricity with
transformer housings, security fencing and other associated works
Location: Land and Buildings at NGR 304391 111754 (Langlands
Farm) Uffculme Road Willand
Although this application is outside of the parish Willand Parish
Council felt that that the proximity and the size of the site
warranted a response.
Cllr Dennis asked why Mid Devon District Council did not send a
copy of the application to Willand. Cllr Crick offered to email the
officer concerned.
Willand Planning Committee strongly believes that agricultural
land should remain as such and is opposed to further
industrialisation of the open countryside.
The panels, transformer housing and the high “prison like” security
fencing would not be in keeping with the surrounding area and
would not be aesthetically pleasing.
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The village of Willand has 5 industrial sites within the village,
none of which is full, could the empty roof space in these industrial
estates be used for such solar panels?
If this application is successful then a condition should be made
that ensures that the land should revert to agricultural use if the
solar panel business ends in the future.
Cllr Dennis proposed objecting to the application, Cllr Firkins
seconded, five Cllrs voted in favour, two Cllrs abstained.
Willand Parish Council voted to object to this application.
4. Decisions

a. 12/00326/FULL
Proposal: Installation of window on first floor of front elevation
Address: Western Commodity Ltd South View Estate Willand
Permission granted
b. 12/00573/CAT
Proposal: Notification of intention to fell 1 Apple tree, 1 Crab
Apple tree, and 2 Lawson Cypresses within the Conservation Area
Location: Pump Cottage Willand Old Village Willand
Permission granted
c. 12/00334/FULL
Proposal: Removal of Condition (d) of planning permission
86/00014/FULL to allow the operation of machinery any time on
weekdays and Sundays
Location: Unit 1A South View Estate Willand
Permission granted

5. Withdrawn

a. 12/0449/FULL
Proposal: Erection of dwelling following demolition of existing
extension
Location: Somerlea House Somerlea Willand

6. New Premises Licence - Bluebell Restaurant, Willand Service Station, Willand –
details emailed to Cllrs 7th June – Cllr Firkins proposed no objections, Cllr
Warren seconded, unanimously agreed.
Although there are a few ‘anomalies’ in the application that perhaps need to be
resolved. before the application is processed.
1. It is stated there is no live music on Sundays, only recorded music, between
08.00 and 22.00. There are no times identified for dancing on Sundays, which is
presumably O.K., although ‘Not Applicable’ would have been more positive,
because there is also no start time for dancing on Tuesdays. Likewise, there is no
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finish time for selling alcohol on Tuesdays. Leaving something blank doesn’t
always mean they forgot to fill it in!!
2. The restaurant will serve a maximum of 100 covers. That does not limit the
number of people in attendance to 100 – there may be some who may not wish to
eat.
3. Is it possible that alcohol could be purchased in the Spar shop and taken into
the restaurant?
The Planning Committee understand there may in future be an under-cover area
outside of the restaurant for tables and chairs. Would that be the subject of a
further application?
7. Outstanding Devon County Council matters:
Brought forward from Thursday 10th – Cllr Warren confirmed that he Cllr Dennis
have rechecked the area and amended the lighting list. Cllrs Warren, Dennis and
Ursell will attend the meeting on Tuesday 19th June with officers from Mid Devon
District Council. Cllr Warren sought authority to trade the lights being turned off
and re lit. All the Cllrs present agreed to the Cllrs attending the meeting making a
decision. As the 4 Cross Way Roundabout industrial estate has not been adopted
Devon County Council cannot authorise that the lights there are switched off at
night.
As road sweeping has been confirmed as a Mid Devon District Council issue,
Cllrs Dennis and Warren will follow this issue up with the District Cllrs.

8. Mid Devon District Council:
Maple Close – Cllr Crick emailed John Clark, his reply stated that the conditions
of cutting down of trees met with British Safety recommendations but he didn’t
know about the removal of stumps. Cllr Dennis confirmed that he received email
from Adrian Cook stating the stumps would be removed within 10 days, in April.
As yet no details have been received about moving the trees or Mid Devon
District Council using the Parish Council name to confirm agreement of the
planting. Cllr Warren stated the way in which the bushes close to the park have
been trimmed could cause a Health and Safely issue to young children.
Portway – addressed at the Full Council meeting earlier
Fir Close – Following Cllr Warrens emails to Alison Fish of Mid Devon District
the planning portal details have been amended. Cllr Ursell stated that more
signatures are needed on the petition, he suggested asking the groups in the
village for support and door to door knocking on the estate. Cllr Wilcox offered
to assist with obtaining signatures in Fir Close. Cllr Firkins suggested using the
Post Office and garage as petition points.
9. Mid Devon District Council - Statement of Community Involvement – Cllr
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Cllr Crick proposed a group meet to discuss the review. Cllrs Crick, Ursell,
Warren, Dennis offered to meet and discuss and report back to the committee
Meeting closed: 21:20
Cllr Nigel Crick
Chair Willand Planning Committee

