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THE MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE HELD ON 

THURSDAY 26
TH

 JANUARY 2012 AT 19.00 AT WILLAND VILLAGE HALL 

 

MINUTES 

 

Present: Cllrs Crick, Ursell, Mander, Crawford, Firkins, Warren, 2 x volunteers, Mr 

Dennis and Mr Holmes Tracy Leaman (Parish Clerk), 1 x member of the public 

 

1. Apologies: Cllr Phare 

 

2.  Matters arising: 

Allotment hedge quotes – Cllr Mander confirmed that three quotes had been 

sought, and that two quotes were submitted.  Quote 1 = £625.00 + VAT, quote 2 

= £500.00 no VAT.  Mr Holmes suggested asking the Blackdown Hill group if 

their trainees could lay the hedge, unfortunately it was decided there was not 

sufficient time to explore this option.  Cllr Warren proposed the council accept the 

lower quote, Cllr Firkins seconded and the committee agreed unanimously. Cllr 

Crick requested a Cllr attend to oversee the procedure, Cllrs Warren and Mander 

agreed to this.  Action Cllrs Mander and Warren     

Grit bins/salt – Cllr Ursell confirmed that the Parish Council requested three grit 

bins, County Cllr Radford is to pay for one and the Parish Council for the other 

two.  The grit bins were to be positioned by the cemetery, Willand Moor Road 

and at Townlands, Devon County Council have since confirmed that these 

locations do not meet its criteria.  County Cllr Radford is setting up a meeting to 

confirm the criteria that need to be met.  Action County Cllr Radford   

The storage of the salt needs to be arranged, the Parish Council asked Mid Devon 

District Council if it has a garage that could be used to store the salt, unfortunately 

there are none available at present.  Further storage suggestions are required.  

 

3. Muxbeare Lane dog bin: 

Mr Holes confirmed that a parishioner asked him about dog bins along footpath 

no. 5.  Mr Holmes confirmed he had written to the clerk of Halberton Parish 

Council asking if the bin near the motorway could be moved.  Halberton Parish 

Council agreed for it to be moved nearer to the industrial estate, as long as no 

costs were incurred.  Mr Holmes has written to Mid Devon District Council 

requesting the bin be re-sited and is awaiting a reply.  Cllr Phare submitted a 

statement suggesting that moving the bin would not be a solution and that 

purchasing another bin with Halberton Parish Council would be a better option.  

Cllr Mander supported Cllr Phare’s suggestion.  Cllr Ursell suggested that 
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Halberton may not be interested in sharing the cost of another dog bin.  Cllr Crick 

asked if Willand Parish Council could purchase the bin,   Cllr Ursell suggested the 

possibility of using some of the S106 money currently available, Mr Dennis 

suggested that this might not be possible, Mr Dennis suggested the Parish Council 

ask Halberton Parish Council to share the cost of purchasing a dog bin.  Mr 

Holmes confirmed that there is already a post in position to fix a dog bin at the 

end of the footpath at Muxbeare Lane.  The council decided to move the present 

dog bin, whilst reviewing the need for a further bin at a future date.  Cllr Crick 

suggested that the perception is that that area is in the parish of Willand rather 

than Halberton.  Action Clerk    

 

4.  Village walk – The Clerk will ask Mike Wright if he is able attend and if so what 

date would suit him.  Action Clerk 

Nesting boxes – Woodland Trust – Mr Holmes walked thorough recently and 

confirmed that about 6 of the 16 nesting boxes he spotted have large holes that 

need repairing.  The Clerk will ask Antony Pipe who carries out the bird nesting 

survey if he can repair the boxes.  Action Clerk   

 

5.  Replacement notice boards – Cllr Phare submitted three quotes for replacing the 

notice boards at the village hall and the One Stop.  Cllr Phare also included quotes 

for an additional board to be positioned in Willand Old Village and recommended 

the quote from Whitehall Direct £1788.75.  Cllr Ursell confirmed a budget of 

£2000.00 but suggested requesting that S106 money be used.  Cllr Ursell 

proposed purchasing the two replacements first and then seeing if it is possible to 

position a third notice board, Cllr Warren seconded and the committee 

unanimously agreed.  Cllr Ursell offered to make enquires regarding S106 funds.  

The Clerk will seek permission from the One Stop to change the board positioned 

there.  Action Clerk 

 

6.  Hook 2 Sisters: District Council Evans confirmed at the last full council meeting that 

he will make enquiries regarding the smell coming from the  skin factory. 

 

7.  Christmas lights – Cllr Warren confirmed that he had spoken to various people 50% 

were in favour and 50% against having Christmas lights.  Less were in favour 

when Cllr Warren confirmed the costs.  Cllr Crick explained why the lights are 

positioned where they are.  Cllr Crick also stated that no comments were received 

from parishioners when an item was submitted in the Village Magazine 3 years 

ago detailing the lights.  Mr Dennis said the lights gave a good impact when 

entering village from Uffculme.  Cllr Crawford confirmed that the Parish Council 

worked hard to achieve Christmas lights in the village and that he would like them 

to continue.  Cllr Ursell suggested that £2.00 per house is good value.  Cllr Firkins 

said he would like to the lights positioned closer together, as they were 

previously, with possibly a ‘sponsored’ light in the middle of the roundabout.  

Cllr Mander stated he would like to see lights remain at the roundabout and that 

the Christmas lights should be arranged and funded separately, not by the Parish 

Council, but as in Uffculme where the Parish Council is there to assist with 
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funding.  Mr Dennis offered to enquire how much Uffculme Parish Council 

contributes.  A member of the public confirmed that she thought there should be 

Christmas lights, they should be colourful and in the middle of the village.  Cllr 

Crick proposed keeping the Christmas lights in the precept this year and having a 

further consultation regarding the type and positioning etc. at a later date.  Four 

Cllrs voted in favour and two against.  Mr Dennis suggested the need to speak 

with other lighting companies before a decision is made.  Cllr Crick confirmed it 

will go out to tender.  Cllr Crawford suggested asking if the school children could 

choose the lights.  Mr Dennis suggested investigating the use of solar Christmas 

lights.  Action Mr Dennis 

 

8.  Overgrown trees 

Lamp post 29 and 30 – Cllr Warren confirmed that some of the trees have been 

trimmed although those near no. 30 still require the tops trimming.  Cllr Warren 

confirmed that he is still seeking a response from the email he sent regarding the 

overgrown trees and the footpath.  Cllr Warren also confirmed that another light is 

currently not working near the junction of Silver Street and Old Village.  Mr 

Dennis confirmed that it is in need of repair.   

 
9.  Cemetery 

Grave levelling – Cllr Mander confirmed that Rex was not able to level the graves 

and that he has asked Brian Bussell.  Cllr Mander will arrange to meet and discuss 

with Brian.  Action Cllr Mander 

Bier repairs – Cllr Ursell confirmed that the repairs are scheduled for Tuesday 31
st
 

January. 
Hedge replanting to fill the roadside gap –Cllr Mander confirmed that the Beech 

saplings have been purchased and planted. 

Headstone repair – Cllr Mander confirmed that Rex will repair the headstone by 

the end of the week. 

 

10.  Parish Field 

Dog signage – Cllr Phare has confirmed that the existing signs are still on both of 

the gates at the Parish Field end and they require cleaning, Cllr Phare offered to 

undertake the cleaning. Cllr Phare also confirmed that there is nothing at the other 

gate at the Mid Devon District Council end.  Cllr Phare left a message with the 

Mid Devon District Council dog warden about two weeks ago he will phone 

again. A member of public asked what the wording on the sign would be.  Could 

new sign state dogs should be on a lead?  Cllr Crawford confirmed that is what is 

stated on a similar sign in Orchard Way.  Advice therefore needs to be taken on 

wording.  The Jubilee committee is making enquiries to see if dog access can be 

restricted for the three months prior to Jubilee celebrations.  A member of the 

public asked about the hedge near the parish field that has been cut down which 

allows a resident to gain access to the field directly from their property, Mr 

Dennis offered to ask District Cllr Chesterton.  Action Cllr Phare, Mr Dennis 

Bye Law – The Clerk is still awaiting feedback from Mid Devon District 

Council’s legal team.  Cllr Crick offered to chase a response.  Action Cllr Crick  
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Repairs – The surface repairs to the play area are still outstanding due to the wet 

weather.  Mid Devon District Council has also recommended some repairs to the 

play equipment following its monthly inspection.  Mid Devon District Council 

initially said that the play area inspection charge would include small repairs.  

This needs to be confirmed with Adrian Cook.  Cllr Warren confirmed that some 

weeding/maintenance is required.  Mr Dennis asked about the 

ownership/responsibility of the equipment.  Cllr Ursell confirmed that during the 

update of the asset register it appeared that both parties own some.  Mr Dennis 

confirmed that originally Mid Devon District Council supplied the fence only.  

Cllr Crick asked if the skate board ramp is not being used then should it be 

removed, Mr Dennis offered to ask Alex Wilcox the Youth Volunteer if it is used 

at all. 
 

11.  Churchyard wall – Cllr Firkins believes that the wall has recently moved, he is 

going to install a couple of gauges to confirm this, the purchase of these was 

unanimously agreed.  Cllr Firkins also stated that the foundations are really 

boggy.  Cllr Ursell confirmed that the Diocese have stated that the wall should 

just be patched.  Cllr Ursell is arranging a site visit to confirm that the repairs 

need to be carried out properly.  Cllr Firkins also confirmed that a nearby house is 

getting a lot of water damage in the front garden and that he has urged the 

householder to write to him detailing the damage.  Cllr Ursell confirmed that he is 

contacting the Diocese once more to resolve the problem.  

 

Meeting closed: 20:45 

Cllr Ray Ursell 

Chair Willand Parish Council
  
 


