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THE MINUTES OF THE FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 

HELD ON THURSDAY 22
ND

 SEPTEMBER 2011 AT WILLAND VILLAGE 

HALL AT 19.00 

 

MINUTES 

 

Present: Cllrs Phare, Crick, Warren, Firkins, Volunteer x 1 - Mr. Dennis 

 

1.  Apologies: Cllrs Ursell, Baker, Mander, Hall 

 

Cllr Phare explained the workings of the committee to the new Cllrs attending a 

Finance and Administration meeting for the first time. 

 

2.  Matters arising 

Willand History Group is celebrating its 10
th

 Anniversary and has asked for 

assistance with its planned November exhibition.  The group should be submitting 

a proposal to the next full council meeting.  

 

3.  Financial review   

The committee discussed the financial information which had been circulated to 

the committee earlier in the week.  Cllr Crick requested that more financial 

information is available at the next Finance and Administration meetings.  Cllr 

Crick also suggested that the allocated money in the deposit account is currently 

earning very little interest.  Cllr Crick proposed the Parish Council look at suitable 

accounts and make enquiries to see what options are available, he then suggested 

that 1/3 of the money remains available for instant access and the other 2/3 of the 

money is invested in a 30 day or 60 day access account Cllr Warren seconded the 

proposal and the decision was carried unanimously. Actions Next full Council 

meeting, agreement on moving some funds into high interest account.  Next 

Finance and Administration meeting, breakdown of cost to date and costs to the 

end financial year. 

 

Church yard wall - Cllr Firkins confirmed that he had met with Grenville Mann, a 

Structural Engineer.  Cllr Firkins explained that rainwater runs down past the Post 

Office and the Old School, a lack of road drainage in the area has caused the 

problems.  The foundations of the wall are collapsing which has lead to the wall 

leaning.  There should be drainage ditch along the road.  The problem has been 

ongoing for years.  The Structural Engineer will a carry out an inspection of the 

retaining wall and provide a structural report with recommendations for £500.00.  

 

WILLAND PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk to Parish Council Mrs T Leaman, 11 Lower Town, Sampford 

Peverell, Tiverton, Devon, EX16 7BJ 01884 821736 

Email: willandclerk@willandmatters.org.uk 



2 

 

 

The fee to design the proposed retaining wall and provide drawings for 

construction will be £450.00.  The Parish Council currently has £500.00 reserved 

for this cost, Cllr Ursell also has £250.00 available for such an expenditure.  Mr. 

Dennis suggested that the Diocese should provide the money for any incidentals 

that arise.  The Mr. Dennis suggested asking Devon County Council for some 

financial assistance due to the cause of the problem.  Cllr Crick requested that the 

lack of drainage be included in the Structural Engineers report.  Mr. Dennis 

offered to arrange a meeting with County Cllr Radford, and Cllr Firkins to discuss 

the danger of the wall falling into the road.  The Parish Council will write to 

Western Power as the Electric Pole situated there could be damaged and will need 

inspecting, Devon County Council and Phil Morey will be carbon copied.  Once 

the design has been submitted the Parish Council will seek quotes.  The Diocese 

will also have to be informed.  Cllr Warrant thanked Cllr Firkins for the work he 

had done.     

Action Mr. Dennis, Cllr Firkins, Clerk   

 

4.  Parish plan 

Law and order – The first meeting was well attended.  Since then a survey form 

has been devised and is currently with the printers.  Cllr Firkins is arranging 

volunteers to distribute and collect the survey.  Cllrs Crick and Phare and Mr. 

Dennis confirmed that they will assist with distribution in the areas they live in.  

Cllr Crick asked if those distributing the surveys need official name badges.  

Emergency plan – The Clerk explained how the emergency plan is taking shape.  

Cllr Warren offered to assist with the layout of the plan.  The updated plan will be 

signed off at the next Finance and Administration meeting.  Action Cllr Warren, 

Clerk.  

 

6.  Standing orders 

 Sections 18-26 were discussed and adopted unanimously.   

 

Meeting closed: 20:46 

Cllr Ray Ursell 

Chair Willand Parish Council 


