
1 

 

 

 

THE MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD ON THURSDAY 12
TH

 MAY 2011 AT WILLAND VILLAGE AT 19.00 AND 

FOLLOWED BY THE FULL COUNCIL METING 

Present: Cllr Ursell, Cllr Phare, Cllr Mander, Cllr Bartlett, Cllr Crawford, District Cllr 

Brandon, District Cllr Evans, 2 member of the public, Tracy Leaman (Parish Clerk) 

Apologies: Cllr Crick, Cllr Baker, District Cllr Chesterton 

1.  Election of Chairman: Cllr Crawford nominated Cllr Ursell, Cllr Ursell accepted, 

Cllr Phare seconded, unanimously agreed. 

2.  Election of Vice Chairman: Cllr Ursell nominated Cllr Phare, Cllr Phare accepted, 

Cllr Crawford seconded, unanimously agreed. 

3.  Co option – Tony Mander: Cllr Crawford nominated Tony Mander, Tony Mander 

accepted, Cllr Ursell seconded, unanimously agreed. 

4.  Formation of committees: Cllr Ursell proposed that due to the low number of Cllrs at 

present all Cllrs should all be on all the committees for a short while.  Hopefully when 

more members join the Parish Council members can decide which committees they 

would prefer to serve.  The meetings are very specific and usually last of a short period of 

time.  Cllr Crawford seconded the proposal, the committee unanimously agreed. 

5.  Election of Willand United Charities representative: Cllr Crawford volunteered, 

Cllr Phare seconded, unanimously agreed.    

6.  Election of Village Hall Committee representatives: Cllr Crawford volunteered, 

Cllr Phare seconded, unanimously agreed. 

 

AGENDA FOR THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING 

Present: Cllr Ursell, Cllr Phare, Cllr Mander, Cllr Bartlett, Cllr Crawford, District Cllr 

Brandon, District Cllr Evans, 2 Tracy Leaman (Parish Clerk) 

 

 

1. Apologies: Cllr Crick, Cllr Baker, District Cllr Chesterton 
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2.  Public questions: see District Cllr reports 

 

3.  Minutes of the meetings held: 

Thursday 14
th

 April – Full Council 

Thursday 14
th

 April – Planning Committee 

Thursday 28
th

 April – Environment Committee 

Thursday 28
th

 April – Planning Committee 

 

 The minutes were all signed as a true and correct record. 

 

4. Matters arising: 

Village hall Bylaw – The Police have limited powers regarding the youths riding 

motorcycles around the village hall car park as it is private land.  Cllr Ursell 

thought that in is such an instance the Parish Council requests a bylaw and the 

District Council provide it.  Cllr Ursell suggested that as the youths have been 

spoken to by the Police the Parish Council review the situation at a later date.  

Cllr Mander suggested the Parish Council explore the implementing of a Bylaw.  

This was unanimously agreed.  The District Cllrs will make enquiries.  Action 

District Cllrs 

 

The Gables – Cllr Ursell and Eddie Dennis met with Karen Dyson of Devon 

County Council, unfortunately they were unable to gain entry to the building for 

the meeting.  Devon County Council is as keen to generate as much money as 

possible from the sale, if it is deemed a Community Heritage site it could affect 

the building being knocked down for re building and potentially the amount of 

money raised.  Cllr Ursell suggested that the Parish Council would be keen for the 

heritage of the site to continue.  The Parish Council carried out a consultation 

through the Village Magazine and received 28 responses that are currently being 

reviewed.  Over 100 responses have also been posted on a Facebook account to 

the site, many supporting the keeping of the building.  A meeting is to be arranged 

with Alison Fish, head of planning at MDDC to explore the heritage issue and the 

consultation feedback.  Action Cllr Ursell 

  

 Silver Street – Lengthsman been notified by Clerk 

 

Tennis courts – trees – Following a consultation with the village Tree Warden the 

Clerk emailed the Tennis Club to confirm that the club could cut back the 

overhanging branches.  The Clerk will telephone the club to ensure that it is 

happy to do so. Action Clerk 

    

5.  Reports:   

Devon and Cornwall Police – The Clerk read PCSO Sims report.  Cllr Ursell felt 

that the Parish Council should compile numeric graphs using the previous few 

months reports.  A member of the public commented that the crimes and incidents 

figures seem to be escalating and that the figures should be compared with other 

similar locations.  It was unanimously agreed to compile a graph using the figures 
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provided from the past six months.  Cllr Phare offered to compile the information.  

Action Cllr Phare  
 

    District Cllr Radford joined the meeting 19:25  

 

District Councillors Brandon, Chesterton and Evans: A member of the public 

asked District Cllr Brandon for the criteria regarding social housing.  Cllr 

Brandon explained the criteria.  District Cllr Brandon confirmed that the planning 

application adjacent to Verbeer Manor will be coming before the new council 

Planning Committee on 1
st
 June.  District Cllr Brandon and District Cllr 

Chesterton have both supported the Parish Councils request for some of Willand’s 

S106 money to be used towards the play area.  District Cllr Brandon also 

confirmed that recycling figures have increased slightly and that households are 

sending 7% less to land fill.  

County Councillor Radford – met with Meg Booth and Dave Fergie of Devon 

County Council and Cllr Crick to discuss the weight limit through the village.  

County Cllr Radford confirmed that the cost of changing the Weight Limit order, 

a consultation, and new signage on the M5 and in the surrounding roads would 

cost an estimated £30,000 and that local operators abide by the scheme so it is not 

a high priority.  Cllr Ursell confirmed that the Parish Council had offered to help 

with the consultation.  Cllr Ursell will write to Devon District Council to confirm 

assistance.  Cllr Crawford suggested using an ‘unsuitable for large vehicles’ sign.  

Action Cllr Ursell 

Dave Fergie viewed the state of the road at Meadow Park and admitted that the 

road needs some attention but that is not too bad.   Devon County Council is 

currently involved in looking at roads damaged by the frost last year first and will 

then move onto other damaged roads.  District Cllr Brandon asked if the parish 

could have a list of the prioritised roads that Highways will be resurfacing next 

year.  The Parish Council will formally request a list.  Action Clerk 

Stags corner HGV problems – Devon County Council will erect a sign in 

Cullompton instructing heavy vehicles not to go that way.  Cllr Ursell suggested 

Devon County Council order two signs, the second for Willand Moor Road; this 

will then be used as a starting point to reduce heavy vehicle access. 

District Councillor Radford confirmed that Karen Dyson has not yet completed 

her report on The Gables.  District Councillor Radford suggested the Parish 

Council work with Mid Devon District Council to reinforce Heritage Community.  

Cllr Ursell suggested meeting Alison Fish of Mid Devon District Council to 

explore the heritage issue. 

A member of the public asked the District Councillors about their roles.  District 

Cllr Brandon confirmed that the Conservatives will hold the portfolios.  District 

Cllr Chesterton will maintain is portfolios.  District Cllr Even will be informed of 

his portfolios next week. 

Parish Lengthsman/Health and safety – areas for attention – Cllr Ursell suggested 

that the path into Harpitt Close from Old Willand Road is in need of clearing.  

Cllr Phare stated that a steel pipe has been cut of about 4 inches above ground 

level in Silver Street going towards roundabout on the left.  Cllr Phare offered to 
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forward a photograph to the Clerk to forward to Highways.  The weeds in Willand 

Moor Road also need clearing by Highways.  Action Clerk, Cllr Phare 

  

 

6.  Finance 

  

PAYMENTS   

T Leaman Office expenses and Internet    £23.00 

T Leaman Fuel allowance (HMRC course)    £14.40 

MDDC Waste collection  £109.20 

Astra Printing Magazine  £885.00 

Ken Broom Churchyard grass 1of 12  £125.00 

RECEIPTS   

Cemetery Inscription   £30.00 

Magazine Advertising £129.00 

 

Approval of 2010-11 accounts – Cllr Ursell confirmed that the Parish Council had 

held back on spending this year and had been able to keep flat precept.  The 

accounts will be taken to the internal auditor and then forwarded the audit 

Commission.  Cllr Mander approved the accounts, Cllr Phare seconded, 

unanimously agreed. 

Insurance – Cllr Ursell suggested the council self insure, by only insuring against 

the necessary basics and self insuring with the saved premium.  The War 

Memorial will have to be included in the insured items.  The Parish Council 

unanimously agreed to this.  Cllr Ursell, Cllr Phare and the Clerk will work 

together to conclude this.  Action Cllr Ursell, Cllr Phare, Clerk   

 

7.  The Big Lunch/Diamond Jubilee 5
th

 June 2012- Cllr Ursell suggested the Parish 

Councillors start to think about different ideas for the Diamond Jubilee and if 

they should be included in the 2011-12 precept.  All ideas should be emailed 

around and brought to the next Environment Committee meeting.  The Parish 

Council could then hold a consultation via the Village Magazine. 

 

8.  Meeting dates 

 Thursday 26
th

 May - Environment and Planning meetings 

 Thursday 9
th

 June – Full Council and Planning meetings 

 Thursday 23
rd

 June – Finance and Administration and Planning meetings  

 

9.  Communications received: 

 MDDC Press release – emailed to Cllrs 8
th

 April 

 Recycling new letter – emailed to Cllrs 8
th

 April 

 Public Service Efficiency Update – emailed to Cllrs 11
th

 April 

 Hospicare – preview invitations – tabled at meeting 

MDDC Planning teams update – tabled at meeting 

Copy of Portway letter from parishioner to MDDC – emailed to Cllrs Crick and 

Ursell 
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Phone call to Cllr Baker from parishioner re: lambs in a trailer bleating – Clerk 

contacted MDDC/RSPCA who advised parishioner to call RSPCA 

 April Intouch – emailed to Cllrs 12
th

 April 

 Email from PC Katie Rich – emailed to Cllrs 12
th

 April 

 The Big Lunch – website information emailed to Cllrs as requested by Cllr Crick 

 Notice of poll – emailed to Cllrs 12
th

 April 

Email from parishioner – Fir Close street lights and the traffic light controlled 

crossing, north toward Four Cross Ways Roundabout – Clerk reported to Devon 

County Council 18
th

 April 

Email from parishioner reporting newly planted damaged tree 

Armed Forces Day – emailed to Cllrs 21
st
 April 

Local County Councillors to shape road repair schemes - from County Cllr 

Radford – emailed to Cllrs 21
st
 April 

MDDC Development Plan Document – taken to Planning Committee meeting 

28
th

 April 

Community of the Year entry – tabled at meeting 

Election of DALC County Community for 2011-2015 – tabled at meeting 

April Parish Matters – emailed to Cllrs 27
th

 April  

  

Meeting closed: 20:02 

Cllr Ray Ursell 

Chair Willand Planning Committee 


